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September 24 
Adrienne was seen for the first time at the UTMG Medplex clinic.  She was 17 weeks pregnant 
and told she was having twins. 
 
November 23 
Adrienne received an ultrasound at 25 weeks and was diagnosed with conjoined twins. At this 
time, baby A (Joshua) was diagnosed with congenital heart anomalies (ventricular septal defect 
and situs inversus totalis). Baby B (Jacob) was diagnosed with a Dandy Walker cyst on his 
brain as well as a heart anomaly (ventricular septal defect). Her perinatologist, Dr. Robert 
Egerman, referred Adrienne to the Fetal Center at Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital. 
 
November 29 
Adrienne had her first appointment at the Fetal Center. The Fetal Center confirmed Dr. 
Egerman’s diagnosis of conjoined twins. Between November 29 and January 20, Adrienne had 
13 visits with the Fetal Center.  During this time, the Fetal Center team consulted with the many 
pediatric specialists that would be involved in the babies’ postnatal care and Le Bonheur’s child 
life team prepared Adrienne for what to expect after her babies were born. 
 
December 1 
Radiologist Dr. Harris Cohen and team performed and read the babies’ first fetal MRI. 
 
December 7 
Adrienne had an ultrasound and a fetal echocardiogram with pediatric cardiologist Dr. Thomas 
Chin.  Also at this appointment, Adrienne met with specialists from the Fetal Center, radiology, 
neonatology and cardiology to discuss the results of her Dec. 1 MRI. 
 
December 13 
Adrienne toured the Le Bonheur Children’s Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) with Jane 
Thompson, RN. 
 
December 15 
Adrienne met palliative care physician Dr. Melody Cunningham and child life specialist Lauren 
McCann. 
 
December 22 
Adrienne first met with pediatric neurosurgeon Dr. Michael Muhlbauer and pediatric orthopedic 
surgeon Dr. William Warner. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
December 27 
Adrienne met pediatric surgeon and team leader Dr. Max Langham. 
 
January 20 
Adrienne had her final Fetal Center appointment before the scheduled Caesarean section 
delivery.  Child Life Specialist Lauren McCann presented Adrienne with the two dolls sewn 
together for Adrienne to use in explaining to her two other sons what their baby brothers would 
look like.  
 
January 24 
Jacob and Joshua were born at 9:11 a.m. by Caesarean section at 34.1 weeks.  Preparation for 
the delivery began at 7:30 a.m. The delivery team included physicians from the Fetal Center, 
neonatologists and anesthesiologists.  Drs. Mari, Samson and Schenone delivered the twins. At 
4 p.m. the twins were transferred via Pedi-Flite to the NICU at Le Bonheur. 
 
January 26 
General surgery team placed colostomies and G-tubes in both boys and completed the first 
exploratory surgery of the pelvis. The babies remained in the NICU for the next six months, 
receiving supportive therapy by the nursing and physical therapy teams.  Ongoing therapy 
allowed them to grow and develop until their surgical separation.  
 
January 29 
Breathing tubes were removed from both babies. 
 
February 1 
Joshua and Jacob have their first G-tube feeding of mom’s breast milk. 
 
April 1 
Adrienne was able to pick up and hold both babies for the first time.  Physical therapists install 
tire swing for Joshua and Jacob.   
 
July 13 
Joshua and Jacob visit the Radiology department for pre-separation MRI and CT imaging. 
 
July 17 
Joshua and Jacob are introduced to solid foods, starting with rice cereal. Each week following, 
the boys would try a new food. To date, they have eaten rice cereal, applesauce, bananas, green 
beans, green peas and pears. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 26 
Plastic surgeon Dr. Robert Wallace implanted the first tissue expanders in preparation for the 
separation. Expanders were subsequently injected with saline on Aug. 3, 6, 9, 12, 15 and 17. 
 
August 29 
Joshua and Jacob were successfully separated in a 13-hour surgery. Please see “Surgery 
Timeline” for the detailed timeline of the separation surgery. 


