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Dear Friends:

At Le Bonheur Childr en’s Hospita l, we believe th at he a ling 
 children requires much more than just medicine. In keeping with this 

philosophy, more than 700 pieces of art are now on display in our new facility 
as part of our “healing plan” for our patients and their families.

Art is more than a decorative element. It can 
inspire and uplift even the most discouraged. This 
is especially true of children.

For the past two years, during the planning and 
construction of the new Le Bonheur, Linda Hill led 
a small army of volunteers that included Dianne 
Papasan, Linda Ross, Kathy Albers, Catherine Peña 
and Anna Wunderlich. They searched out soothing, 
colorful and stimulating artwork that would hu-
manize the hospital and offer an appropriate “feel” 
for aiding in the healing process. Their work is 
evidenced today throughout every space in our new 
650,000-square-foot building. From the “I Can Fly” 
mosaic statue in the lobby to “Blast Off” (pictured 
on our cover), the artwork reflects beauty and hope 
and brings joy and distraction to those within. It 
serves to relieve unnecessary stress and instills a 
sense of well-being that helps provide solace, an 
element of the total health-care environment. 

An extraordinary effort went into the planning of 
Le Bonheur’s interior, specifically, its fine compila-
tion of art, which we are proud to present in this 
issue. On pages 4 to 6, you’ll read about Linda Hill, 
who spearheaded the entire acquisitions process 
with unequalled creativity, sensitivity, acumen, 
enthusiasm and just plain hard work.

It’s rare to fi nd such a collection outside of a 
museum or gallery and on pages 7 to 17 you’ll get 
a glimpse of the impressive range of artworks and 
those who created them as well as those who have 
sponsored them. Acquisition of art is an ongoing 
process. We have many more spaces to decorate — 
and a future fi lled with thousands of children in 
need of imagination and inspiration. Artwork is still 

available for sponsorship and if you are interested in supporting our special art 
collection, contact the Le Bonheur Foundation at (901) 287-4430 for information 
on how you can become a Le Bonheur art patron. 

For what we have achieved, I extend my sincere thanks to all of our sup-
porters and volunteers. Please visit us soon to enjoy the art!

Meri Armour, M.S.N., M.B.A.
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On the Cover:
Dianne Papasan and Linda 
Hill pose with “Blast Off ” by 
Memphis artist Iris Harkavy. 
Located on the hospital’s 10th 
fl oor, this piece is sponsored by 
Mary Shainberg in honor of her 
family past and present.

Installation of “I Can Fly.” 
From left: Dianne Papasan, 
Linda Hill, Meri Armour, 
Lea Holland and Jeanne Seagle.

H E A R T  O F  T H E  M A T T E R

LISA BUSER

Le Bonheur Children’s 

Hospital is ranked among 

the nation’s best children’s 

hospitals by U.S. News & 

World Report.
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P L A N  A H E A D

Le Bonheur Ranked Among Best Children’s Hospitals 
For the fi rst time, Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital has been ranked among the nation’s 
best children’s hospitals by U.S. News & World Report. “Our hard work and focus on 
developing programs of distinction have paid off  in a signifi cant way,” Le Bonheur 
President and CEO Meri Armour said.

The Best Children’s Hospitals list, which was released on May 17, recognizes the top 
50 children’s hospitals in 10 subspecialties. Le Bonheur Children’s ranked in four areas: 
neurology and neurosurgery (No. 25); orthopaedics (No. 32); nephrology (No. 37) and 
cardiology and heart surgery (No. 46).  

“Making the U.S. News & World Report list is a tremendous honor and a testament to 
the skill, strength and teamwork of the Le Bonheur family,” Armour said. “In addition 
to providing our patients with world-class care, we have developed a road map for 
what it means to be the best and this will continue to guide our strategic plan and 
allow us to focus our program development accordingly.”

Now in its fi fth year, Best Children’s Hospitals pulls together clinical and operational 
data from a lengthy survey completed by the majority of the 177 hospitals asked to 
participate for the 2011-2012 rankings. The survey asks hundreds of questions and 
critical information regarding nurse staffi  ng, subspecialist availability and survival 
rates. Data from the survey is combined with recommendations from pediatric 
specialists on the hospitals they consider best for children with challenging problems. 

“The children we care for count on us to be the best,” Armour said. “We have taken 
that responsibility very seriously and are thrilled to be recognized. What really counts 
is that our patients are getting world-class care and we will continue to provide 
excellent care for children for years to come.” 

The rankings are now available online at www.usnews.com/childrenshospitals.

Register for Pumpkin Run
The 2011 Le Bonheur Pumpkin Run 5K and Family Walk will be Oct. 8 with 
live music, a costume contest and post-race Boo Bash. Last year, more than 1,200 
participants turned out for the fall fundraiser that raised more than $75,000 for 
Le Bonheur. To register online, go to www.lebonheur.org/pumpkinrun or call 
(901) 287-6308 for information. Pictured is Team Nola Gracyn. Nola and her mother, 
Desiree Bawcum, are front row center.  

Join Jim and Ride 
For the sixth year, News Channel 3 meteorologist Jim Jaggers (pictured third from 
right) will bicycle 333 miles across the roads of the Mid-South for Le Bonheur. Kick 
off  will be Sept. 28 with the live on-air fi nale broadcast on Oct. 5 from the west lobby 
of Le Bonheur Children’s. Over the past fi ve years, Go Jim Go has raised more than 
$400,000 for Le Bonheur. The 2010 event generated more than $120,000 thanks to 
folks like Steve Roberts of Forrest City, Ark., (second from right) and friends with 
the St. Francis County Farmer’s Association. To participate, ride with Jim or make a 
contribution, go to www.lebonheur.org/gojimgo or call (901) 287-4440 
for information. 

Send us your e-mail address 
to receive announcements and 
For Kids Sake, the Le Bonheur 
Foundation e-newsletter. Just 
drop a note to Lori Dale at 
lori.dale@lebonheur.org .

Are you a member of 
Facebook?  If so, please 

become a fan of Le Bonheur 
to receive news, updates and 
exclusive information right to 
your Facebook account.  

Tweet Tweet 
Le Bonheur is using 
Twitter, a free service 

that lets you keep in touch with 
people through the exchange 
of quick, frequent answers to 
one simple question: What’s 
happening? Just go to twitter.
com/lebonheurchild.

Watch Us 
You can see 
Le Bonheur’s 

new patient videos and more 
on YouTube. Visit youtube.
com and type in Le Bonheur 
Children’s. 

Advocate for Le Bonheur
If you would like to sign up 
for Le Bonheur’s grassroots 
network, go to Le Bonheur's 
home page at lebonheur.org 
and click on "Join our Grassroots 
Advocacy Network.” You’ll 
receive information on how you 
can make your voice heard and 
support legislative issues that 
aff ect children’s health care.

Connect with Le Bonheur



Stor y by Kini Kedigh Plumlee | Photography by Lar r y Ku zniewski

P ediatric hospitals have changed dramatically since the days of  
stark, sterile hallways leading to stark and sterile hospital rooms. Today’s trend 
is for a simpler, neutral palette embellished with beautiful and inspirational 

artwork that serves to distract and comfort children who are ill as well as their family 
and caregivers.

“The power of art gives the eye a place to go and 
will keep your mind off where you are,” explains Lin-
da Hill, director of art development for Le Bonheur 
Children’s Hospital. “For centuries, people have 
embellished their environment. I think the cavemen 

pretty much established 
that it is human nature to 
decorate one’s surround-
ings. Art is critical in a 
hospital setting because 
it serves to help when 
feeling scared, bored or 
confused.”

When Le Bonheur 
began to consider what 
kind of feeling the new 

hospital should project, the vision was simple: all 
artwork needed to be uplifting.

“We wanted pieces designed that would literally lift 

your eye and the content would lift your spirit,” Hill 
says. “We wanted the artwork to provide hope and 
delight and create a sophisticated, whimsical distrac-
tion. It also needed to provide layers of discovery to 
encourage multiple viewings by frequent hospital 
visitors as well as staff.”

In 2009, just 16 months before the new hospital 
opened on June 15, 2010, Hill was tapped to lead this 
effort. Le Bonheur’s president, Meri Armour, had 
spoken to Hill about helping to fill the hospital with 
appropriate artwork and then asked her if she would 
consider volunteering for the job.

At this point, Hill laughs and says that was the “great 
oxymoron.” Not being one to typically volunteer, Hill 
says it was more like being “pressed into service.”

Originally from Arkansas, Hill graduated from 
Newcomb College of Tulane University and came  
to Memphis for postgraduate work at Memphis  
College of Art. 

4 |  W W W . L E B O N H E U R . O R G

power artofThe

“The engaging and inspiring works of art 
at the new Le Bonheur are sure to nurture 
young hearts, minds and spirits. Le Bonheur 
is sharing the very spark of human expression 
and creativity with those who need it most.”

— Kevin Sharp, Director,  
Dixon Gallery and Gardens

LISA BUSER



“My credentials are not those of one who is for-
mally trained in art consulting, curating or creating,” 
Hill says. “I had studied pottery and sculpting and 
had a studio for a few years before raising my family. 

“Meri’s only directive to me was for the artwork 
to be friendly and speak to the universal child,” 
Hill says. “It needed to be inclusive for every child 
because that is the heart of Le Bonheur.” 

After taking a tour of Le Bonheur, Hill notes that 
nothing for her was ever the same again.

“I had never had a 
sick child, so I had no 
personal knowledge of 
the extraordinary care 
that Le Bonheur pro-
vides,” Hill says. “Once I 
learned of patients who 
came from all over the 
world for treatment at 
Le Bonheur’s world-class 
programs, it became 
obvious that the art-
work needed to be of the 
highest quality possible 
to refl ect the same high 
standards and excellence 
of health care that was 
achieved there every 
day.” 

It also didn’t hurt that 
once Hill starts some-
thing, she gets tunnel 
vision. 

A teAm 
evolves

A fter clearing 
 her calendar, Hill 

began “volunteering” for 
the project. It wasn’t long before Hill found herself 
working 10-hour days, 7 days a week. She soon real-
ized she would need a team to help. Dianne Papasan 
was the fi rst to step up to the plate and became Hill’s 
right arm for the next year-and-a-half. (Papasan is 
the wife of former Le Bonheur Foundation board 
chairman Larry Papasan.)

“Dianne is a great communicator with wonderful 
ideas,” Hill says. “She is amazing at deciding where 
art should go. She nurtures connections and has a 
great heart.” 

Once they got going, the dynamic duo looked to 
their connections within the art community for guid-
ance. Gallery owners Linda Ross and Kathy Albers 
were asked to lend their expertise, offer suggestions, 
serve as a sounding board, brainstorm and generate 

support among the artists Hill and Papasan called 
upon to do the creating.

“It was a priority to work with Memphis artists,” 
Hill says. “Their body of work had to be compatible 
with Le Bonheur’s high standards, with a spark of 
sophistication as well as a childlike quality. And it 
had to have multigenerational appeal.”

All of the major works of art in the hospital are 
site-specifi c installations that were commissioned 
by Le Bonheur. “We thought ‘out of the box’ but we 

didn’t buy ‘out of the 
box,’” Hill says. 

In addition to commis-
sioned pieces, there were 
art workshops and chil-
dren’s art contests. More 
than 750 pieces of work 
make up the collection. 
Another 260 pieces were 
created by children.

Catherine Peña at 
Memphis College of Art 
was tapped to coordi-
nate 10 art workshops. 
These were led by 
innovative artists to 
engage the community 
in the creation of special 
artwork for the hospi-
tal. Kiersten Williams 
and Anne Froning Wike 
conducted art work-
shops with patients, 
schools, seniors and 
special-needs youth, 
while Anna Wunderlich, 
a former art teacher at 
Hutchison, headed up a 
regional children’s art 
contest with more than 

3,500 pieces submitted. (See stories on pages 16 
and 17.) 

Today, more than 225 artworks by area youth are 
hanging in the halls of patient floors. Each piece 
was digitally reproduced by the Gary Walpole 
Group and uniformly framed to keep all the art the 
same size so it remains friendly and not chaotic. 
David Stough with David’s Frames and Art helped 
with the framing. 

“The community has embraced this collection,” 
Hill explains. “The high profi le of the hospital and 
the status of the art collection have generated great 
interest from individuals and companies that have 
sponsored various pieces of art. Many opportuni-
ties remain to sponsor commissioned pieces and the 
children’s art.”

“We wanted the 
artwork to provide 
hope and delight and 
create a sophisticated, 
whimsical distraction. 
It also needed to 
provide layers 
of discovery to 
encourage multiple 
viewings by frequent 
hospital visitors as 
well as staff.”

— Linda Hill

Linda Hill

Daniel and Sierra Killens
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Unintended ConseqUenCe

H ill and Papasan spent countless hours  
analyzing the space to determine what was 

needed where. A sculpture in the entrance lobby. 
A ceiling installation for the event space. A metal 
rooftop garden to cover up the industrial-looking roof 
outside a large clinic waiting area. These ideas and 

more sprang to life as the 
project grew. 

As each piece was 
commissioned with local 
and regional artists, the 
art collection brought on 
board other area artists 
who saw being a part of 
the Le Bonheur project 
as the pinnacle of their 
career. “It was like a 
snowball,” Hill says. “It 
was obvious to the artists 
that this was going to be 
the most expansive pub-
lic collection of art under 
one roof in the city. They 
knew our budget was 
very lean and bought into 
it because they wanted 
so much to be a part of 
Le Bonheur’s mission.” 

 As the project took 
shape, the process 
became clear for Hill. 

“We never set out to create a collection, only for each 
space to be inviting and warm to the viewer,” she 
explains. “When analyzed in its totality, the power 
of art became the voice that spoke to Le Bonheur’s 
excellence. The collection became an unintended 
consequence.”

Art in a children’s hospital needs to speak to all ages, 
to never speak down or above anyone’s head and to 
possibly engage and enrich someone in the process, 
Hill says. “This is one of the reasons we knew getting 

it right was essential. The first thing that drove the art 
for me was that children should know this place is for 
them. We needed the art to work its magic.”

She cites studies that have found therapeutic value 
in colors and shapes that have stimulating or sooth-
ing effects. Evidence-based design statistics show the 
message of art can be subliminal, giving hope and 
providing dignity and joy for patients. Also, art helps 
patients recover quicker and endure less stress and 
pain when they are surrounded by an environment 
that offers tranquil, restful images. 

“A beautiful environment signals to patients and 
their families that their well-being is of utmost con-
cern,” Hill says. “When the environment is engaging 
and reassuring, it relays the sentiment of the artist 
that ‘I hope you get better.’” 

“Art in a procedure room needs to have the ability 
to distract while art in a corridor should brighten 
the space,” Hill continues. “The art needed to vary 
in different locations yet also coordinate with the 
floor, much like a home environment. It also serves 
as landmarks within the hospital to help people find 
their way.”  

Hill cites many of her own experiences in how she 
has seen the art positively affect Le Bonheur patients. 

She witnessed a teenage girl, hospitalized after an 
automobile accident, who came down from her room 
just to take photos with her cell phone of the art she 
kept hearing so much about. A mother was pulling 
her child in a wagon and lost her way in the hospi-
tal corridors. Hill overheard a staff member tell the 
mother to “go to the penguin and take a right.”

“We literally worked without feedback for two 
years,” Hill says, as tears well up in her grey-blue 
eyes. “On the night the Emergency Department 
opened, there was a waiting room full of patients 
with their families. As I looked on, a mother and 
her child were totally immersed in searching for the 
hidden images in the art panels by Kiersten Williams 
(“My Happy Place”). The art had completely cast a 
spell on the child. It works!”
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Artwork in Le Bonheur’s 
collection is still available 
for sponsorship. If you are 
interested in supporting 
any of our special artworks, 
visit www.lebonheur.org/
art or please contact the 
Le Bonheur Foundation 
at (901) 287-4430 for 
information on how you 
can become a Le Bonheur 
art patron. 

The region’s top artists 
lent their talent to make 
the new Le Bonheur 
Children’s Hospital a 
restorative and hopeful 
place. From quilts and 
mosaics to metalwork and 
photography, all of the art 
in the new Le Bonheur was 
created around the themes 
of courage, compassion, 
hope and love. Now, the 

new hospital invites you 
to see and experience 
the collection created by 
more than 50 professional 
artists and 200 regional 
schoolchildren.

The Le Bonheur art 
collection is open to the 
public. To arrange a tour, 
contact Linda Hill at  
(901) 287-6966 or e-mail  
linda.hill@lebonheur.org. 

“Art can emerge from even the most difficult 
circumstances and the art selected for the new 
Le Bonheur Hospital offers hope, compassion 
and a commitment to excellence. I am proud 
that Memphians and visitors alike can call this 
wonderful collection of art their own.”

— Cameron Kitchin, Director,  
Memphis Brooks Museum of Art

“We never set out to create a collection, 
only for each space to be inviting and warm 
to the viewer. When analyzed in its totality, 
the power of art became the voice that spoke 
to Le Bonheur’s excellence. The collection 
became an unintended consequence.”

– Linda Hill



A WelComing 
CenterpieCe

The welcoming  
centerpiece in the 

hospital’s main lobby was 
designed by Memphis artist 
Jeanne Seagle and fabricated 
by Lea Holland. It features 
more than 500,000 mosaic pieces 
and stands 17 feet tall, reaching to 
the second-floor rotunda. Each of the 
obelisk’s four sides features a tree that 
represents a different season with the words 
hope, faith, children and love, symbolizing 
the passage of time and the patience and faith 
involved in the healing process. On top of the 
obelisk is a giant rotating bluebird nearly 9 feet 
wide. Atop the bird rides a colorful figure repre-
senting the “universal” child, just as Le Bonheur 
welcomes every child who enters our doors seek-
ing care.

“I wanted children and families to be able to 
escape to a happier place,” Seagle says. “Some-
thing for a child to fantasize about while waiting 
for a scary procedure. An image of transcend-
ing his or her pain and fear, an image of hope. 
It was wonderful to be part of this project to 
make something that inspires and is so mean-
ingful to other people. I feel like maybe I have 
contributed a little something to humankind.”

“I Can Fly!”
Jeanne Seagle and Lea Holland, 

Pomegranate Studios
Sponsored by Larry and Dianne Papasan.

I have so loved this piece from  
conception that my emotions filled to 

overflowing when Larry and I learned that it 
would be named in honor of our gift to the 
campaign. I could not even tell our children 

because I was so honored and humbled by 
this gift. Larry and I both have given to this 

project with great love of what this hospital 
and its art can give back to our community. 

When I enter the space now and see children touch 
the work and have their picture taken by it, I am 

touched beyond measure to have our name on this 
piece. Our children and grandchildren will be honored 

by this space as well.” — Dianne Papasan

Gary Shorb, Dianne and Larry Papasan

“I hope this statue will inspire patients and their families to soar above adversity, to 
overcome obstacles, to transcend fear; I hope it will remind them to allow time to 
heal; and encourage them to have courage, perseverance and imagination; to tell 
them they can fly!”                  — Jeanne Seagle

“‘I Can Fly’” is an icon for the 
diversity of cultures and the 
elevation of the importance of the 
child that Le Bonheur represents 
in the seasons of our life.” 

— Dianne Papasan

NATHAN BERRY

Jeanne Seagle
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“Pet Therapy”
Jack Kenner
Sponsored by the cystic fibrosis care team in honor  
of all CF patients and their families.

B ehind the security desk of Le Bonheur’s Dunlap  
entrance you’ll find a beautiful photographic image of 

a young girl wearing a surgical mask standing between 
two golden retrievers. It is a special piece sponsored by 
Le Bonheur’s cystic fibrosis care team in honor of all 
CF patients and their families. 

“When I saw the Jack Kenner photograph, I was first struck 
by the power and beauty of the image and only after I stopped 
and looked closely did I realize it was one of our patients with 
cystic fibrosis,” explains Dr. Dennis Stokes, Le Bonheur’s medical 
director of respiratory care and CF center director. “Our CF team 
wanted to sponsor this photograph since this young lady and her 
sister, who also has cystic fibrosis, are loved by our entire team. 
This beautiful photograph represents all the special patients with 
cystic fibrosis who spend so much time at Le Bonheur as well as 
the CF team of physicians, nurses, respiratory therapists, social 
workers, nutritionists, physical therapists and Child Life staff 
(and pet therapy dogs) who exist at Le Bonheur to serve these 
patients and their families.”

“Day” and “Night”
Herb Williams
Sponsored by Lee and Joe Duncan. “Day” is in celebration of the life of Matt Duncan. 
“Night”  is in honor of Norine, Andy, Logan and Mason Duncan.

On the second floor in the surgery waiting area are  
two panels made of more than 100,000 Crayola crayons by 

Herb Williams.
“While working on the Art with Heart fundraiser for Le Bonheur I was 

struck by the true ‘heart’ of the doctors, nurses and associates who worked 
there,” Lee Duncan says about her and her husband Joe’s decision to spon-
sor the art by Herb Williams. “We wanted one to honor Joe’s son, Andy, and 
his family, and the other to celebrate the life of Joe’s older son, Matt. When 
I heard about Herb Williams’ artwork using Crayola crayons, that was just 
perfect! Andy and his wife, Norine, have two little boys who love their Cray-
olas. Matt, who passed away in 1996, was always making kids smile with 
his playful personality. It just seemed it was meant to be and we couldn’t be 
more pleased!”

“Le Bonheur Landscape: An Archive”
Brantley Ellzey
Sponsored by Bruce Edenton and son Carlisle  
in celebration of the life of Lisa Edenton.

L e Bonheur Landscape hangs behind the lobby recep- 
tion desk and serves as a welcome to all visitors. Composed 

of more than 5,000 pages of rolled paper, artist Brantley Ellzey 
created a Mississippi Delta landscape 
with a river made from multiple pages 
of Le Bonheur magazine, trees from 
Le Bonheur calendars and a sky made 
up of hospital visitor guide maps. Final 
construction blueprints of the new 
hospital building make up the heart. 
“By using these materials, the piece 
acts not only as an engaging art piece 

but also as a time capsule of the period in which the new building 
was created,” the artist explains.

“I am honored to sponsor the installation of this piece as a tribute 
to my wife Lisa,” Bruce Edenton says. “The immense presence of 
this art piece represents Lisa’s great devotion to children, her ser-
vice to the Memphis community and her appreciation for all things 
distinctive of this region.”

“The piece is a time 
capsule of the period in 
which the new building 
was created.” 

— Brantley Ellzey

Thedora Taylor, 
Information Center 
receptionist
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Art Honors ClUb legACy 

A noted Mid-South artist for more than 60  
years, Dolph Smith was well acquainted with 

Le Bonheur before he was asked to create two his-
torical pieces for the first floor. Designed to honor 
the legacy of the Le Bonheur Club, “The Le Bonheur 
Story” recognizes the charitable group of women 
who organized in 1923 and went on to raise funds for 
the first hospital building that opened in 1952. The 
Club’s story is etched onto the grand pages of a steel 
book whose words were laser-cut and are sliding off 
the pages into a model of the new Le Bonheur Chil-
dren’s Hospital. Smith collaborated with the National 
Ornamental Metal Museum in Memphis to fabricate 
the work. 

“The inspiration that 
brought the work into 
being will now live 
inside the healing 
process. May it live 
in the hearts of the 
healers and guide 
their hands.”

— Dolph Smith

“The Le Bonheur Story: A History Written in Steel” 
Dolph Smith
Dedicated in honor of Le Bonheur Club.

“Lift” continues to tell 
the Le Bonheur story 
through a collection of 
miniature displays il-
lustrating the unique ele-
ments of the hospital that 
promote healing. Patient-
room dioramas were 
created with handmade, 
found and collected 
materials. The display is 
lifted by a bundle of balloons with a set of keys tied to 
the strings, a nod to the hospital’s opening day in 1952 
when keys were released to the wind, signifying that 
the hospital would never close and always be open to 
any child in need. 

“As a parent, having been blessed with healthy 
children, I am so grateful for the opportunity to have 
been a part of this noble and wondrous adventure,” 
Smith says. “Bringing this work into being was one 
of the highlights of my career. Now if it can only 
help bring healing to some little chap or lady! What 
a joy that would be. It is not something one puts in a 
resume but in one’s heart.” 

“Lift” 
Dolph Smith

“The Le Bonheur Club is highly honored to have Dolph Smith create these two beautiful and 
different pieces of artwork in honor of our founders and club members. The legacy of Le Bonheur 
Club’s work on behalf of the patients can be seen in both of these intricate pieces and all of us — 
past, present and future — say ‘thank you’ to this most creative and dedicated artist for his insight 
into the healing hands of all who serve the hospital. We are humbled by him and his amazing 
talent in capturing our story so beautifully.” 

 — Kim Pitts, Le Bonheur Club President and members of Le Bonheur Club

LISA BUSER
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“Where the Wind Plays”
Yvonne Bobo
Sponsored by Kathy and J. W. Gibson 
in honor of their daughters 
Alicia Renee and Savannah Jaye.

No two visitors will view in the 
same way the art created by Memphis 

metalsmith Yvonne Bobo. Her rooftop metal 
fl ower garden is at the mercy of the wind, an 
unpredictable element that twists and turns 
the pieces of her garden into an ever-altering 
art display. The distraction is welcome to patients and families waiting in the heart and neurol-
ogy clinic. Flowers spin and move with the wind. A frog kicks its legs while a crawling caterpil-
lar joins 20 wiggling ladybugs. More than 315 refl ectors catch the sunlight as it streams through 
the hospital’s windows, with solar panels to light up the garden at night. 

“My husband and I have been blessed with children late in our lives,” Kathy Gibson says. 
“When we sat down and thought about how to decorate a nursery for our twins, we wanted to 
bring spirituality into the design. From a child’s point of view, nature was one of the best ways 
to do so. That’s why this piece was so attractive to us. The whimsical nature of it and the fact 
that so many children would have an opportunity to experience it because of its location played 
into our decision to sponsor this in honor of our daughters, Alicia Renee and Savannah Jaye.” 

“I wanted to capture the 
imagination so the viewers 
could step out of their lives for 

a little while. Different pieces 
are moving on different days and it’s 
always changing. That’s the magical 
side of it — that each experience is just 
for you.”      — Yvonne Bobo

“Heart Ties”
Mary Cour Burrows
Sponsored by Robin and Billy Orgel in honor of their children 
Benjamin, Megan and Hannah.

M emphis artist Mary Cour Burrows sought 
inspiration for “Heart Ties” through hand-

written letters from children across the country. She 
asked them to write her their hopes for their families, 
their school and themselves. She received more than 
200 responses written in a dozen different languages.

Burrows showcased the mes-
sages by tracing actual children 
onto birch plywood to get real-
istic, life-size images. She then 
traced words and phrases from 
the letters onto the wood with charcoal and colorful crayons. A ribbon of edged copper weaves through the heart of 
each child, connecting the pieces. Actual letters can be seen inside the hearts of the cutout images. 

“Handwriting is unique to each person, yet each of the letters, written by children from different walks of life and 
in different languages, had the same message. As humans, we all wish for hope. Each child’s message interwove 
together for wishes of good health, happiness, joy, safety, love and hope, all just dancing together in their words, in 
their hearts,” Burrows says.

“Let’s Dance”
Brantley Ellzey
Sponsored by Susan Warner in honor of her husband, Dr. William Warner, for his years of 
dedication to Le Bonheur’s orthopaedic patients, and her son, for his love of music. 

When Susan Warner first learned of the art planned for the 
ninth-fl oor elevator lobby she was sold on the idea of sponsoring the art 

that would soon adorn the wall. Her husband Bill has spent 22 years at Le Bonheur 
as an orthopaedic physician and this was the perfect way for Susan to honor him 
for his service to the children and to Le Bonheur. (For many years, Bill served as 
Le Bonheur’s chief of staff.)

“You just know it when something’s right,” she says. “Once I found out that the 
orthopaedic fl oor would be dedicated to music, it sealed the deal.”

Susan relates that her son spent a year recovering from a fractured back. Dur-
ing his recovery time, he turned to music to fi ll the void of the sports he could no 

longer play. “He just poured himself into music and today he plays the guitar and sings,” she says.
Once Susan learned that the artist had attended Tulane University, the same school her husband and his father had attended, it was a 

perfect choice. “Because of this, Brantley’s pieces really meant something to us,” she says.

“I wanted to capture the 
imagination so the viewers 
could step out of their lives for 

a little while. Different pieces 
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“Out of the Hearts of Babes”
Bob Myers, Graham’s Lighting Fixtures, Inc. 
Fabrication by Bo Graham
The chandelier was sponsored by Glenna Flautt in honor of Le Bonheur President Meri Armour and former 
Le Bonheur President Peggy Troy in appreciation of their determination to make the new hospital a special place.

P eggy had the initial vision and Meri carried her vision out and 
 added her own vision,” Glenna Flautt says of her decision to sponsor the one-

of-a-kind chandelier that hangs over the main lobby security desk. “Together they 
are important in the history of the hospital.” 

Rather than hang a manufactured light fixture in the space, designer Bob Myers 
decided to make something uniquely Le Bonheur by incorporating children’s art. 

“When I heard Linda and Dianne speak so enthusiastically about the art project, 
I caught their vision for what was to come,” Myers says. Flautt learned what was 
being planned for the elevator lobby chandelier and she says she loved that the 
raw material for the project would be children’s art. “Those children can come 
to view their art and be proud to see their work displayed so prominently, con-
necting them to the hospital for a long time,” Flautt says. “The art collection has 
healing qualities and feeds our soul. All patients, their family and friends, and 
employees and guests to the hospital benefit from the visual feast as they walk 
through the corridors.”  

“Pirouette” 
Jim Hirschfield and Sonya Ishii 
Sponsorship available.

Husband-and-wife team Jim Hirschfield and Sonya Ishii 
 of North Carolina begin each art project by thinking of a 

metaphor — something to give the piece a hidden, deeper meaning. 
For “Pirouette,” they wanted to create a metaphor for change. Each 
of the 30 geometric, hollow steel cubes are suspended from wire. 
The cube exteriors have three different colors of iridescent, metallic 
“flip-flop” paint which changes colors as the viewer moves. 

“When children are in the hospital, they go through many chang-
es, both physical and psychological,” Hirschfield says. “Our piece 
is meant to reflect the change that children inevitably experience 
when they go through the healing process: change from the sur-
roundings they are familiar with, change in the new relationships 
they develop with the caregivers and fellow patients and changes in 
their physical bodies. Being a part of this collection is meaningful to 
us because we were able to play a role in making this time of change 
for the children of Le Bonheur a more positive and hopeful experi-
ence.”

“The cubes are not unlike the children themselves. Each 
a little different, each as important as the next, but who 
together create a beautiful totality.”

— Jim Hirschfield

“Things That Shine”
Anne Hughes Sayle
Sponsorship available.

The artist’s father, Dr. James G. Hughes, was one of 
 the founding physicians of Le Bonheur Children’s Hospi-

tal in 1952. Her mother, Jane Barker Hughes, was a member of 
Le Bonheur Club. 

In 1960, Ann Hughes Sayle found herself a patient at 
Le Bonheur. Her future husband was also gravely ill at the same 
time. Both recovered and only learned of their overlapping 
stays at Le Bonheur after they had married. “There is a debt of 
gratitude for our lives being saved by Le Bonheur’s wise doc-
tors,” she notes. 

“The inspiration for my wall-hanging was to fascinate and 
entertain children who spend time at the hospital,” Sayle says of the textile art hanging on Le Bonheur’s 11th floor. “I wanted to give them 
something uplifting and positive to look at so they would not be afraid, something to cheer them up. I wanted to remind them of the great, 
big, shiny world out there just waiting for them. And I wanted to remind them of the magic of God’s glorious creation and all that life calls.”

LISA BUSER
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“Balloons for Le Bonheur”
Greely Myatt
Sponsorship avaliable.

M emphis artist Greely Myatt created “thought bubbles” from  
found materials into recycled cutouts that appear to be lifted into the sky. 

They stretch over 36 feet of wall space in the heart and neurology clinic wait-
ing area. His thought balloons — crafted from wood, including some from 
Libertyland amusement park — reference the first grand opening ceremony of 
the hospital in 1952 when keys were tied to balloons and released into the air to 
symbolize no child would be turned away regardless of their ability to pay. Myatt 
worked with original graphics on the old wood, including a toy truck that had 
been painted on a child’s dresser. 

 “I’m trying to take the kids’ and their families’ minds off of what they are here 
for and to give them something to think about,” Myatt explains. “The meaning of 
this work is left up to the viewers to project their own thoughts and hopefully it 
becomes their voice.” 

“Art is for the spirit. It softens our 
lives and it helps us get through.” 

— Greely Myatt

“Mapping Our Lives”
Carol DeForest
Sponsored by Glenda and Gary Shorb in honor  
of their grandsons Jack and Will Hagerman. 

M emphis artist Carol DeForest never  
imagined the profound impact the creative 

process would make upon her as well as those who 
participated by crafting clay for her collaborative 
piece entitled “Mapping Our Lives.” 

“Driving to and from the hospital looks different 
for each of us,” DeForest explains of her concept for 
the road to Le Bonheur. DeForest hosted a series of 
workshops where participants created the images 
that dot the green ceramic road spanning three walls 
along the second floor near the surgery waiting area. 
More than 200 patients, families, schoolchildren 
and Le Bonheur employees expressed themselves 
with diverse symbols of their lives, including Mem-
phis scenes, pets, sports teams, children’s homes, an 
intricately designed breathing machine made by a 
pulmonary nurse, a sickle-shaped cell crafted by a 
Le Bonheur parent and a favorite doctor immortal-
ized forever in clay by his unit nurses. 

 

Carol DeForest

Among DeForest’s favorite 
pieces is a red rose stamped 
into the clay with the words 
“65 roses.” 
 “A girl with cystic fibrosis 
made this tile to represent the 
name young children give to 
this disease when they cannot 
pronounce it by its proper 
name,” DeForest says. “The 
experience has had a lasting 
effect on me; it has made me 
feel a part of the healing at 
Le Bonheur.” 

“A child who had been 
burned heroically 
recreated his tiny 
burned hands in 
many colors and with 
a clear sense of who 
he was. He was brave 
enough to reproduce 
something that scary. 
He could have chosen 
another subject or 
drawn his other hand 
but instead he chose to 
accept it and express 
it through his art. It 
was such a beautiful 
moment.”

— Carol DeForest

“We were initially drawn to ‘Mapping Our 
Lives’ because of the collaborative nature of 
the piece. We love the idea that it was created 
not just by the artist but by participants from 
Le Bonheur and the community, old and young 
alike. The piece seems to be saying that we all 
find our way in life as part of a larger group. It 
is especially appropriate for us to sponsor this 
colorful piece in honor of our young grandsons, 
Jack and Will, who are just beginning to ‘map 
their lives.’”

— Glenda and Gary Shorb
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“Mackenzie’s Tap Tap”
Mackenzie Gilmore, 
Age 7
Altruria Elementary School
Sponsored by Dr. LaVerne 
and Peggy Lovell to 
celebrate the gift of our 
Mackenzie.

M ay 2004 was a great day for Peggy and LaVerne  
Lovell of Memphis. Their first grandchild had been born! 

Mackenzie had arrived five weeks early with respiratory problems 
and was transferred to the children’s hospital in Norfolk, Virginia, 
near her home. Yet even with the tubes and machines that sur-
rounded her in the NICU, Peggy knew that Mackenzie was perfectly 
gorgeous! “We bounced emotionally between the euphoria of having 
this new life in our lives and the constant worry that she be able to 
thrive,” Peggy recalls. 

Nine weeks later, Peggy’s daughter Kelly (Mackenzie’s mother) 
collapsed outside her home and was rushed to the hospital with car-
diac problems that resulted in her heart pumping insufficiently. One 
week later, the family made the decision to donate Kelly’s organs. 
“At 10 weeks of age, our precious Mackenzie had lost her mother 
and we had lost our only daughter,” Peggy says. “Kelly was 27 years 
young, always full of life that lit up any room she entered.”

Six and a half years have passed since that nightmare summer. 
“As parents who have lost a young adult child, we constantly look for 
ways to keep her memory alive and to give meaning to an earthly 
life cut short,” Peggy says. “My work in the Le Bonheur Club, in a 
way, is a kind of ministry that allows me to give back to a children’s 
hospital that serves families so well.”

Upon first seeing the painting called “Mackenzie’s Tap Tap,” which 
depicts a very happy school bus and a smiling sun, Peggy says she 
and LaVerne were smitten. 

“We knew this was a way that we could bring some joy into a sick 
child’s life and we felt privileged to have this opportunity to sponsor 
the art. Someday we hope to bring our Mackenzie to see this portrait 
donated in her mom’s memory.”

“Enchilada, Caboodle, 
Shebang” 
Mary Jo Karimnia
Sponsored by Bob and Deborah 
Craddock in honor of Pierce,  
Alice and Reed.

A pl ay a r e a for  
children in the heart 

and neurology clinic wait-
ing room features a mosaic 
mural designed by Memphis 
artist Mary Jo Karimnia. 
The wall was created largely 
with found art, including 
Matchbox cars, golden keys 
and princess dolls. The 
work has an “I spy” feel to 
it, giving children and their 
families a chance to interact 
with the art. The list of fun 
objects to “find” in the wall 
is written along the brightly 
colored sections of the piece. 
Kids are welcome to feel 
the texturally stimulating 
surface which serves as a 
pleasant distraction to pass 
the time. “I love to see the 

kids finding things on the list and hope that their parents will 
join in on this small adventure to make their hospital experi-
ence a bit less stressful and a bit more fun,” Mary Jo says. “Being 
happy helps healing and I love having this opportunity to bring a 
smile to a child’s face.”

As friends of the artist, Deborah Craddock says she and 
her husband followed the progress of the piece from design 
to installation which convinced them to sponsor it. “We see 
and admire in Mary Jo the same things that led us to support 
Le Bonheur,” she says. “It is the care and dedication both have 
to their mission.”

“Families are going to 
experience this art together 
during an otherwise  
stressful time.”

— Mary Jo Karimnia

“Wishing Wall”
Conceptual design by Linda Hill
Image design by Catherine Peña
Fabrication by John Steiner and Ray Thompson, Jr. 
The ”Wishing Wall“ is dedicated in honor of Linda Hill whose vision, 
dedication and talent established the extraordinary healing collection of art at 
Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital. 

mAke A WisH, sAy A prAyer 

A t least three times every day, Le Bonheur’s pastoral  
care team removes the wishes and prayer requests from the 

“Wishing Wall” located just outside the hospital chapel corridor. 
“This is an active prayer wall,” explains Chaplain Manager Jack 

Conrad of Le Bonheur’s Spiritual Care. “Each one is prayed over and 
offered in the spirit of the desire of the families and friends for their 
child. When they are retrieved, we take them to the chapel where 
they are placed in our offering basket as a sign of the prayers and 
wishes being offered to God. Every Thursday we read aloud many as part of our worship service.”

Chaplain Conrad says all prayers remain confidential and are chronicled for the hospital.
 “The requests made on this wall are for everything you can imagine,” he says. “Most are for healing of the child but often it is for 

strength of the family members or the support staff. Many return and offer a prayer of thanksgiving for a good outcome. 
“They unite us in a common bond of trust beyond ourselves,” he adds. “Someone is always praying for those who leave their requests on 

the wall.”

Susan Lawhon places her prayer request in Le Bonheur’s “Wishing Wall.”
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“Hall of Unity”
Leslie Barron
Sponsorship available.

I ’ve had families walking through the spirit-  
ual Care area to the chapel ask me, ‘What does this 

mean?’” says Rev. Corey D. Johnson, Le Bonheur’s 
administrative director of Community Health and 
Well-Being, about the inspiring artwork created by 
Memphis artist Leslie Barron. “My response is that it 
represents the universal faith connection.”

The grouping of five paintings that hang in the 
chapel corridor represent Christian, Jewish, Muslim, 
Hindu and Bahá’í houses of worship. 

“We are a faith-based institution and we need to 
represent all the major faiths so that no matter where 
a person is on their faith journey, they will find the 
chapel a place of security, healing and comfort,” Rev. 
Johnson says. “Their faces light up when I explain it 
to them.”

The concept of the art was to represent a cross-
section of religious backgrounds to give anyone who might seek out the hospital chapel for some quiet meditation, prayer or reflection 
something they would immediately recognize and be familiar with.

“Everyone is able to connect in some way with one of the paintings and their response is always positive,” Rev. Johnson notes. “What I 
find most encouraging is that people understand we are all connected, regardless of their degree of spirituality, and they can find them-
selves on this wall.”

“Flowers at Dawn”
Pam Hassler’s art students
Dedicated in celebration of the life of Caroline Hope Turns.

C aroline Turns died in June 2009 at the age  
of 9, one year after receiving a transplant to 

replace five organs in her digestive system. Doctors 
at Le Bonheur had found a rare malignant tumor 
that was the size of a baked potato. The tumor was 
inoperable and Le Bonheur’s job was to find a way 
to help her. They referred her to The Miami Trans-
plant Institute at Holtz Children’s Hospital located at 
the University of Miami/Jackson Memorial Medical 

Center, the nation’s busiest program specializing in multivisceral organ transplants involving a single donor 
and recipient.

Within two months, Caroline was headed to Miami for a multiorgan transplant which offered her the best 
chance for a long and normal life. Everything went as well as could be expected. All signs of the tumor were 
removed and the organs fit perfectly.

Like many transplant patients, however, Caroline experienced infections and required multiple hospitaliza-
tions. Then in October, doctors found cancer in her lungs. 

Just weeks after her death, Caroline’s friends and classmates painted flowers in vases and assembled their 
separate drawings into one large artwork featuring a checkered tablecloth and a sun rising above rolling hills. 
They presented it to Le Bonheur where it now hangs behind glass in a purple frame. 

“God had called Caroline to heaven a few days 
before we did the painting so she was fresh on our minds,” her friend Samantha 
McCann says. “I had the idea to dedicate it to Caroline and the group welcomed 
the idea. Even though Caroline is not here today standing beside us, I believe she 
is living in our hearts.”

“Caroline loved art projects and painting was her favorite medium,” her father 
Patrick says. “Art was how she occupied her time during her hospital stays.”

The dedication of this painting in Caroline’s memory means a great deal to 
Caroline’s family who chose to sponsor it in gratitude and thanksgiving to the 
students for using their talents to honor Caroline. As her grandmother Karen Shea 
says, “Our family is deeply touched by the outpouring of love by the members of 
Caroline’s art class and art teacher, Pam Hassler. To have this painting hanging at 
Le Bonheur in celebration of Caroline is a gift to our family which expresses the 
affection that Caroline and the other artists shared.”

“Even though 
Caroline is not here 
today standing beside 
us, I believe she is 
living in our hearts.”

— Samantha McCann

Karen Shea

Rev. Corey Johnson 
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Art And A Commitment of love

The story of the Ticking family is one of believing in  
yourself and the miracles that result when you follow your 

God-given path.
Fourteen years ago, Dorothy Ticking did just that. The licensed 

practical nurse, then 50 years old, longed for a change. Her job was 
demanding and she had been a widow and alone for the past 16 
years. Her prayers were soon answered, like most prayers are, in a 
most unusual way. 

When her three grandchildren were going to be sent into foster 
care, Dorothy resigned from her job so she could care for them. 
Four-year-old Bobby, 2-year-old Mia and 6-months-old Rachel came 
to live with her in her small house in an impoverished Birmingham 
neighborhood.

Dorothy learned to make do with a monthly welfare check of less 
than $200. She relied on the help of strangers and the Salvation 
Army to get by.

It was five years before Tres and Helene Taylor met Dorothy and 
learned of her situation. Dorothy’s fourth grandchild Willie, then 
7, became a playmate of the Taylors’ children and once their paths 
crossed, nothing would be the same again.

Some days Willie would arrive at the Taylors before breakfast and 
wouldn’t leave until well after dinner. Tres, an artist, discovered a 
raw talent in young Willie and encouraged him to hone his artis-
tic craft. Willie soon found his passion for painting using the art 
supplies and cardboard boxes the Taylors left for him to occupy his 
time. 

The Taylors adopted the Ticking family as a commitment of love. 
They took Willie to Atlanta with a suitcase filled with his artwork and 
unveiled it at the largest folk art show in the world. Within two hours, 
every piece Willie had painted had sold and he made enough money to 
pay for the repair of his grandmother’s van. “It was a precious moment 

to see how empowering art was for this family,” Helene says.
Willie’s art was soon providing a much-needed income for his 

family. As he grew older, sports and friends began to take up more 
of his time and the Taylors turned their attention to his younger 
siblings, then 9, 7 and 5. 

Bobby, now 18, paints trees, houses and churches. Mia, now 16, 
draws colorful birds and Rachel, 14, makes angels. The Taylors sell 
their art at shows around the country and every penny goes back to 
the Ticking family household.

Artwork by Bobby, Mia and Rachel hangs on Le Bonheur’s sixth 
floor, a testament to what encouragement and art can do for a child 
when combined with love. 

The money the children earned from their 30 “commissioned” 
pieces for the hospital that adorn the Intermediate Care Unit ar-
rived just in time for Dorothy to buy them new school uniforms, 
socks and shoes. “That was a big deal,” Helene says, noting that it 
often goes to something more pressing, like groceries or the electric 
bill.

Through it all, art has been the fiber that binds the Taylor and 
Ticking families together. 

“Instead of an arbitrary charity, we have this family and a con-
nection to them,” Helene says. “We call them our ‘God family.’ Of 
course, they give us more than we give them. But we teach them 
general life skills and now they know how to feed themselves.  
They know how to make their way.” 

“My Happy Place”
Kiersten Williams
Sponsorship available.

When Marshall Arts Studio artist  
Kiersten Williams was called upon to 

create the art for the Emergency Department corridor, she summoned children 
from the community to assist. Aspiring artists aged 6 to 12 brainstormed with her 
about all the things that make children happy. Ice cream, football and butterflies 
were among their answers.

Williams then took their ideas and simplified the images and traced them on to 
large canvasses. Then she asked the kids to fill in the lines with bright paint. Her 
“paint-by-number” project enabled the children to fill in the colors and literally see 

the paintings come to life before their eyes.
“I wanted to involve kids in this project and their hands and energy are all over these pieces,” Williams says. “This energy helps the art-

work to serve as a distraction for the patients and perhaps make them upbeat from what they are really feeling.” 

Kiersten Williams

Bobby Ticking Rachel Ticking Mia Ticking

“I wanted to involve kids in 
this project and their hands 
and energy are all over these 
pieces.” — Kiersten Williams
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Art Sponsorship
If you would like to sponsor any of the artworks at Le Bonheur Children’s 
created by the Ticking family or are interested in other artwork 
sponsorship at the hospital, please call Flora Jenkins at (901) 287-4430 or 
e-mail flora.jenkins@lebonheur.org. 



Bria Latson, age 6
Coro Lake Elementary School

Mary Tess McElhanon, age 7
Home School 

Intermediate Care Unit move team 
transports Braylon Smith.

Tanner Lynn, age 11
South Pemiscot School, Central Elementary

Makayla Manning, age 10
Lincoln Elementary School

Jacobe Swagerty, age 9
Snowden Elementary School

Jacob Inman, age 11
University of Memphis Elementary School

D’Angelqueat Werren Jr., age 7
Lakeview Elementary School

Lillie Hollabaugh, age 7
Home School

Nycarlo Sanchez, age 8 
Richland Elementary School

Katie Bates, age 9
Lausanne Collegiate School

In 2010, Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital spon-
sored an art contest which was open to all students 

in grades K-12. The response to this contest was over-
whelming and more than 3,500 pieces of art from across 
the region were submitted. Le Bonheur thanks all of 
the students and art teachers who participated in this 
contest. More than 225 pieces were framed and installed 
along the patient corridors on the hospital’s fourth 
through 12th fl oors.

“The outpouring of artwork from everywhere was 
truly amazing,” says Anna Wunderlich who headed up 
the regional children’s art contest. “We received entries 
from all surrounding states, county and city schools and 
church groups. The entire community took part and it 
was very exciting to see the vast representation of work.”

Wunderlich says what makes the children’s art in the 
hospital so remarkable is that the children knew they 
were creating art for sick children to help them feel 
better. “Everyone was doing their part to ‘fi x’ illness,” 
she says. “Some of the art entries were made by chil-
dren who were former patients or had friends who were 
patients at Le Bonheur and it really meant something to 
them. It is so authentic and there is so much heart in the 
pieces.”

As the contest selection committee — Linda Ross and 
Dianne Papasan — reviewed each piece one by one, 
Wunderlich says there were many tearful moments. 
“With children there’s no beating around the bush,” she 
says. “One child painted a picture of ‘a happy family.’ From 
this child’s point of view, that’s what she wanted to see 
around the hospital.”

Wunderlich notes that many of the winning entries 
helped inspire self-confi dence among the young artists. 
“We learned of kids who, when they found out they had 
won, stood taller and felt enormous pride,” she says.

Emily Jewell, age 11
Pam Hassler’s Art Class

kids do tHeir pArt WitH Art

Denicia Lofton, age 8
Westwood Elementary School
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Bria Latson, age 6
Coro Lake Elementary School

Intermediate Care Unit move team 
transports Braylon Smith.

Tanner Lynn, age 11
South Pemiscot School, Central Elementary

Jacobe Swagerty, age 9
Snowden Elementary School

D’Angelqueat Werren Jr., age 7
Lakeview Elementary School

Nycarlo Sanchez, age 8 
Richland Elementary School

ART CONTEST INSPIRES CONFIDENCE

When Bruce Elementary art teacher Bobby Spillman first met 
Patterio Hopson four years ago, the boy was in kindergarten. It was Spill-

man’s fi rst year of teaching at the Memphis city elementary school and he recalls 
Patterio was a shy child who lacked self-confi dence.

“I often had to give special attention to him to get him to work,” Spillman 
recalls. “He was always telling me that he couldn’t do the assignments.” Yet Spill-
man didn’t give up on the boy. He asked him to try fi rst and assured Patterio that 
if he made a mistake that he would help him fi gure it out. 

Over the next couple of years, things changed for Patterio. He became more 
aware of himself and would often put forth more effort, often relying on Spill-
man’s help. 

When the assignment was made that spawned Patterio’s “bird” picture, now 
part of Le Bonheur’s art collection, Spillman was teaching his students to create 
their own ideas about the same subject. “I am an active, working artist as well as 
a school teacher,” Spillman says, “and having a true understanding of how artists 
work and think helps tremendously when dealing with the individual children 
and their vision. The kids watch me draw in class and that is how they learn to 
draw in my classroom.”

Spillman assigned his art class to connect shapes and form an animal such as a 
bird. Students were then to add a background and color to their picture. 

“Patterio is not a fan of color and it took him a minute to get up the courage 
to draw his bird,” Spillman says. “He drew it all by himself, and I could sense 
his fear of messing up the drawing with crayon color. I, too, hated coloring my 

drawings at his age and our solution was to use a fat black marker to outline the drawing. Once Patterio had erased the pencil lines 
away, he was excited to see his drawing still in place outlined in dark black ink. He 
was very proud.”

Spillman hung the picture in the school hall. The teachers and students enjoyed his 
work. When Spillman entered Patterio’s bird in the Le Bonheur art contest, the budding 
artist was very excited but he had no idea how much attention he was about to get for his 
creation. 

“When he saw the enlarged version of his piece hanging in the hospital, the biggest 
smile I had ever seen appeared on his face,” Spillman says. “I told him he got recognized 
because he had tried. He then began to realize that it was his own personal choice not to 
fi t in with the class and to go his own way that had singled out his art. I assured him that’s 
what true artists do.”

Since then, Spillman says he hasn’t seen any insecurity in Patterio. “When Patterio has 
art supplies in his hand,” Spillman says, “he feels he can do no wrong.”

To see the children’s art collection, visit www.lebonheur.org/art.

“…ever growing into the light”
Anne Froning Wike
Sponsorship available.

B ecause there were no windows in the Physician 
Dining Room, artist Anne Froning Wike wanted to bring 

the outdoors inside to create something soothing for the 
doctors. Her 20-foot-long wall sculpture of clay glazed in 
earth tones resembles a winding river with a blossoming tree 
branch. 

To create this piece Wike incorporated the work of 12 stu-
dents from the Madonna Learning Center in Memphis. During 
a fi eld trip to the Memphis Botanic Garden, the students 
wandered the grounds picking up found objects from nature. 
Then they rolled them in clay to make impressions that were 
then used by Wike in her fi nal design. 

“The students really helped me fulfi ll the vision I had for 
this piece,” Wike says. “They knew their individual pieces 
wouldn’t be highlighted, that it was a collaborative effort of the entire team. Yet seeing it upon completion was very emotional for them 
and for me. It is one of the most gratifying projects I’ve ever done with children.” 

Le Bonheur’s director of art development, Linda Hill, notes that when the girls came to visit the new hospital and saw their work dis-
played in this beautiful setting, “they squealed with delight when they saw their names on the art signage and there wasn’t a dry eye in 
the crowd of those witnessing their joy.” 

“The students loved the idea that they were making something 
for Le Bonheur because many of them have been treated here.” 

— Anne Froning Wike

Bobby Spillman and Patterio Hopson
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At the scene of the crash, paramedics were plan-
ning to take both his wife, Lynn, and daughter, 
Rachel, to the same hospital. Instead, Lynn insisted 
that one of the ambulances take Rachel, who had 
experienced severe head trauma, to Le Bonheur. 

“There are two unsung heroes in our story,” John 
Thompson says. “Lynn, who had the thought pro-
cess and good judgment to send our daughter to 
Le Bonheur, and the paramedics, who got Rachel to 
Le Bonheur on time.” Thompson notes that Rachel 
required life-saving procedures twice while on the 
way to Le Bonheur.

Lynn was released soon after emergency care for a 
back injury so she could be with Rachel at Le Bonheur 
for brain surgery. In a follow-up procedure, Rachel, 
like thousands of other children before her and to 
come after her, selected a toy from the Bunny Room 
to comfort her when the surgery was over. The Bunny 
Room was initiated by the Le Bonheur Club in 1952 
so patients frightened about surgery would have 
something to look forward to after their operation 
was over. 

 “I can’t tell you why but for some reason she chose 
a toy basketball with the Chicago Bulls logo on it,” 
Thompson says.

Three weeks later, Rachel went home and today is 
100 percent recovered and a freshman at the Univer-
sity of Tennessee in Knoxville.

“How do you repay for the life of your child?” 
Thompson says. “I can never give back to Le Bonheur 
what they gave us.”

Since that fateful day in 1995, when 3-year-old 
Rachel was dearly holding on to life, Thompson has 
made it his mission to give back to Le Bonheur when-
ever and wherever he could. 

He began by sponsoring trees at the annual En-
chanted Forest fundraiser presented by TWIGS of 
Le Bonheur. Then 10 years ago, a friend hosted a 
Christmas party and suggested that each guest bring a 
toy, establishing Thompson’s Le Bonheur Bunny Room 
project. More than 400 toys were gathered that holiday. 

Parties in ensuing years met and exceeded this 
number so that by year three, Thompson was sending 
direct mail requests to his clients and friends to par-
ticipate. In 1998, more than 3,000 toys were donated 
and as the years have passed, that number has grown 
exponentially. When Thompson made his 2010 con-
tribution, the combined total gathered over the past 
decade reached more than 21,000 toys, blankets and 
more than $25,000 in cash contributions. 

“It’s really a family project now along with the 
hundreds of people who have rallied around us,” 
Thompson says of the phenomenal success he’s had 
in fulfilling his mission. “It’s truly amazing who has 
come out of the woodwork to help.”

Several groups actively work year-round to assist 
Thompson in collecting toys and contributions for 
Le Bonheur, including members of Covenant United 
Methodist Church in Cordova, Tenn. Sunday school 
classes and the Covenant Quilters group have all 
answered the call to make donations. Boy Scout 
Troop #257 at Central Church and Boy Scout Troop 
#332 at Covenant, along with students at Briarcrest 
Christian and Newberry elementary schools, gather 
hundreds of toys each year. Thompson also has the 
support of area real estate businesses, including Ger-
mantown Properties, Crye-Leike and Keller Williams 
and First State Bank in Union City, Tenn. Even his 
friends in the David Johnson Chorus from Weakley 
County, Tenn., make it a point to sing to the children 
at Le Bonheur twice a year as their way of helping 
Thompson give back. 

“Our Le Bonheur project has developed a life of its 
own,” Thompson says. “People ask, people are inter-
ested and people are involved 12 months of the year. 
We will continue as long as we are here.”

For Thompson, the inspiration from seeing a pa-
tient select one of the toys reinforces how something 
so simple can touch so many. 

“My friends have helped me touch thousands of 
lives through their kindness in helping me repay an 
unpayable debt,” Thompson says. “I will always be 
forever grateful to the physicians and caregivers at 
Le Bonheur who saved my daughter’s life.”

And whatever happened to that toy basketball with 
the Chicago Bulls logo on it?

Lynn keeps it in a cherished place inside their 
home.

John, Rachel and  
Lynn Thompson  

father’s mission to GIve BACk in thanksgiving  
for daughter’s life becomes Community project

J ohn Thompson looks at life differently than most. He has a steady  
job in real estate and farming, a happy marriage and a beautiful daughter 
attending college. But 16 years ago, his life was turned upside down when he 

almost lost his family in a car accident.
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Carrie and Jim Pedersen, married a little more 
than 11 years, had met while attending the U.S. Air 
Force Academy. They married the day after they 
graduated. A family soon followed.

The whole family was looking forward to the 
Memphis trip, particularly Ashley, 6, and her 
younger brother Lucas, 2-and-a-half years old. 
Ashley adored Lucas and Lucas always wanted to do 
whatever Ashley was doing. The whole family was 
looking forward to the 
trip together.

They arrived in Mem-
phis on a Friday night 
and were joined by their 
friends who had chosen 
Memphis for a stopover 
as they traveled from Ala-
bama to Missouri. Mem-
phis was a convenient 
place for all to meet, with 
plenty of activities for 
their weekend reunion.

Sunday came and it 
was time to say goodbye 
and head back to Arkan-
sas. On their way home, 
a terrible car accident oc-
curred. Lucas and Ashley 
were both brought to 
Le Bonheur while Carrie 
was declared dead at the 
scene. 

Sadly, Jim and Ashley 
lost Carrie and Lucas on 
that day.

“Nothing could be 
done for Lucas but I know if there had been any 
chance for him, Le Bonheur was the right place for 
him to be,” says Jim Pedersen. “At first the doctors 
were unsure of the severity of Ashley’s head injury 
but after a thorough examination, they did a mag-
nificent job managing her trauma. I am very grateful 
that both she and Lucas came to Le Bonheur.”

For Pederson, the days after the accident were 
extremely tough, having lost Carrie and Lucas while 
at the same time worrying about Ashley’s care and 
treatment. “If there was one positive aspect of the 
crash, it was that it happened near Le Bonheur,” 
Pedersen says.

Ashley, now 10, is active in her school sports 
program, playing basketball and soccer. She is 

bright and excels in math and like all parents, 
Pedersen proudly boasts that she does very well in 
all her school subjects.

For the first time since the accident, this spring Jim 
and Ashley returned to Le Bonheur, this time to tour 
the new hospital and to see the examination room 
named in honor of the gift Pedersen made to the new 
hospital and dedicated in celebration of Lucas’ life. 
“We are all proud that Lucas’ name is on the room,” 

Pedersen says. “It feels 
good to help others in 
his memory. 

“Bad things can 
happen to children, as 
it did in our case,” Ped-
ersen continues. “But 
seeing all the great 
things that Le Bonheur 
offers children and 
their families is com-
forting. Looking back 
on the care that Ashley 
received after the crash 
and how Le Bonheur 
supported her and our 
family, we thought 
it was fitting that we 
dedicate a room in the 
Emergency Depart-
ment to Lucas. I can’t 
think of a better way to 
honor him and it feels 
good knowing that 
there is a place that will 
have his name on it.”

Jim and Ashley now 
live in Colorado Springs. He works at the Space In-
novation and Development Center at Schriever Air 
Force Base on space and cyberspace issues. They 
have a wonderful support team from both sides of 
their family which has been a positive force in heal-
ing everyone. 

“When I reflect on the week when Ashley was 
a patient at Le Bonheur, I attribute the care she 
received there as the reason she recovered 100 
percent physically and is doing so well today,” 
Pedersen says. “No parent wants to see their child 
suffer. There are many needs in Memphis as well 
as across the country. Positioning Le Bonheur to 
meet those needs for the long term is the right 
thing to do.”

Jim and Ashley Pedersen

TrAGedy leads father and daughter to dedicate room

W hen the Pedersen family left their home in North Little Rock  
to meet some old friends in Memphis, they never imagined their weekend 
of fun would end with a life-changing tragedy. 
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“Mom was very glad to be an integral part of an 
organization that did so much work and helped so 
many children in her community,” her oldest son, 
Price Ford, says. “She was always a true matriarch for 
Le Bonheur.” 

A former president of the Le Bonheur Club 
(1978-79), Mary Ann served on various Club com-
mittees, including chairing the Gold Tag drive. Price 
and Mary Ann’s younger son, Mott, both remember 
boxes of gold tags all over their house during Mary 
Ann’s year to lead the group’s largest 
fundraising effort at that time. 

Perhaps one reason Mary Ann was 
such a stalwart for Le Bonheur is be-
cause she had learned fi rsthand about 
the Club’s volunteer efforts during the 
time Mott, then a toddler, developed 
severe asthma and was hospitalized 
at Le Bonheur. 

“I spent a lot of time at Le Bonheur 
and remember the work the Club 
members did [when Mott was ill],” 
she said in a 1978 newspaper story an-
nouncing her presidency of the Club. 
“Volunteerism is just so important to any community. 
I think our community would be in very sad shape 
without us to meet the needs of so many institutions. 
Volunteers can instigate and carry through a number 
of programs that would never be completed if people 
had to be paid to do them.”

Mary Ann’s love of children and her volunteer spir-
it, along with the fact that she had many friends who 
were Le Bonheur Club members, led her to become 

active in the philanthropic and social organization. 
It was certainly natural for her to turn her passion 
into a calling. Her favorite job was pushing the Club’s 
craft cart and library cart room to room, for it was 
the patient contact that Mary Ann craved and most 
loved about serving at the hospital.  

When Mary Ann’s granddaughter, Emily, was a 
patient at Le Bonheur in 2009, she shared her recol-
lections of Le Bonheur as the family visited during 
Emily’s recovery from emergency hip surgery. 

“As you would imagine, she was 
quick to tell all of us her stories re-
garding her early days at Le Bonheur 
and the wonderful people she knew 
and the friendships that blossomed 
as a result of her involvement there,” 
Price says. 

For Mary Ann, her family always 
came fi rst, with Le Bonheur a close 
second. She also was a devoted and 
active member of Calvary Episco-
pal Church where she served in the 
vestry, enjoyed reading, traveling, 
playing mahjong and getting together 

with her “lunch bunch.” She adored her companion 
dog, Daisy.

“Mother’s gift to Le Bonheur says a lot about her 
and her priorities,” Mott says. “Others before her gave 
in order that we might benefi t and she felt she should 
do the same for future generations. She believed 
Memphis was fortunate to have the world-class 
resources of Le Bonheur and that the community 
should support it.”   

Mary Ann Ford

With a simple BeQUeST mary Ann ford 
made many Children Her benefi ciaries

M ary Ann Ford was most inspired by Le Bonheur’s absolute and 
unconditional delivery of world-class services to children in the community. 
She was proud of her association with Le Bonheur until her death in 2010 and 

for this reason she named the hospital a specifi c benefi ciary under her will.

With a Simple Bequest You Can Make Many Children Your Benefi ciaries
Mary Ann Ford chose to continue her annual support to Le Bonheur beyond her lifetime through a bequest in her will. By 
making Le Bonheur one of her benefi ciaries, she made many children her benefi ciaries. These children will never know 
Mary Ann but their lives will be changed because of her. 
 A bequest is one of the simplest gifts. You may leave a specifi c dollar amount, specifi c assets or a portion of your estate 
to benefi t Le Bonheur. 
 Please join Mary Ann and others who looked beyond the present and include Le Bonheur in your will so that Le Bonheur 
can continue to provide, as Mary Ann believed, absolute and unconditional delivery of world-class services to all children. 
 For more information on bequest language and the benefi ts of a bequest, please contact Roberta Bartow Matthews, 
J.D., Director of Gift Planning, at (901) 287-5575 or e-mail: roberta.matthews@lebonheur.org. 
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Barnes Leads FEFH Volunteers
Thonda Barnes is the new development 
manager at the FedExFamilyHouse 
where she serves as the head of volun-
teer programming. 
 Barnes comes to Le Bonheur from 
ALSAC/St. Jude Children’s Research 

Hospital, where she worked as a Leadership Development 
Specialist. Prior to joining St. Jude, Barnes was at FedEx 
Corporation for 24 years in various leadership-development, 
social-responsibility and customer-service positions. A native 
of Memphis, Barnes received her B.F.A. in graphic design and 
M.Ed. in curriculum design from the University of Memphis.
 If you are interested in volunteering at the FedExFamily-
House, e-mail thonda.barnes@lebonheur.org.

Kohl’s Baby Safety Showers Help Moms “At Risk” 
Safe Kids Mid-South, led by Le Bonheur Children’s with gener-
ous support from Kohl’s Cares ®, is coordinating special events 
to help bring awareness to the high infant mortality rate that 
is a huge problem in Memphis and Shelby County.
 Statistics show that high infant mortality is often due to 
unsafe travel and poor sleeping habits. With this in mind, 
Kohl’s Baby Safety Showers have become a unique way to 
reach “at risk” families with important safety information and 
safety products. The “showers” o� er interactive lessons that 
focus on safe transportation, safe sleeping environments and 
other important home-safety tips.
 Shower attendees are surprised to receive complimentary 
gifts, including child safety seats, cribs, mattresses, � tted crib 
sheets and other safety-related items. In keeping with a safe 
and healthy theme, the Maternal League of Memphis provides 
nutritious refreshments for shower attendees. 
 “The take-home message is to gather together in common 
unity to promote safety and good health so that all children 
may come into the world with sound minds and bodies and 
live to see their � rst birthday and more,” explains Susan 
Helms, director of injury prevention and Safe Kids Mid-South. 
“We thank Kohl’s Cares ® for this tremendous opportunity to 
help make a di� erence in our community.”

A Family Aff air
Le Bonheur Foundation is now accepting nominees for the 2012 Family A� air held annually 
in Memphis and Tupelo, Miss. Le Bonheur families are needed for this friendly competition 
to reach out to their family and friends to raise awareness and funds for the hospital. Your 
family will have eight weeks to think creatively and present opportunities for generat-
ing contributions for Le Bonheur. Present a talent show. Sell t-shirts. Set up a bake sale or 
lemonade stand. Host a bowling or golf tournament. For information on the Tupelo event, 
call Connie Haygood at (662) 840-2389 or e-mail connie.haygood@lebonheur.org. For the 
Memphis event, contact Erin Duncan at (901) 287-6101 or e-mail erin.duncan@lebonheur.
org. Pictured from left is event coordinator Erin Duncan with the Underwood, Eggers and 
Aylor families at this year’s Memphis event.
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Guests “raised the roof” at a fundraising party in April for 
the FedExFamilyHouse. More than $230,000 was raised to 
support the e� orts of the house in caring for Le Bonheur’s 
families. The event was held inside the FEFH and under a 
tent on the parking lot with a bu� et dinner, live auc-
tion and dancing to the music of the Kevin Paige Band. 
Pictured is Susan and Alan Graf, Anise and Ron Belz and 
Mike Glenn.

Thonda Barnes

Dolls of Japan Tour Le Bonheur
A world-traveling exhibition of Japanese dolls was displayed at Le Bonheur Children’s Hos-
pital in May. It was the � rst time this exhibit has been shown outside of a museum and the 
� rst and only time to be shown in Memphis before the exhibition traveled to Chili.
 “The Dolls of Japan: Shapes of Prayer, Embodiments of Love” is an exhibition coordinated 
by The Japan Foundation. The Hon. Hiroshi Sato, consul general of Japan in Nashville, along 
with his wife Yoko, attended an opening reception on May 4. 
 Special thanks for helping Le Bonheur with the exhibit goes to FedEx, Sekisui Restaurants, 
The Memphis Bamboo Chapter #44 of Ikebana International and Suzuki players of the com-
munity school at the University of Memphis. 
 Japanese dolls have been a highly recognized art form since the 17th century and the 
exhibit is an example of the � nest workmanship of the doll-making tradition. 

Meri Armour with the 
Hon. Hiroshi Sato, consul 

general of Japan in Nashville
Niresha Wanigasekara and 

Ljuliana Thomas view “The Dolls of Japan.”
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Tune in for Le Bonheur
During 2010, Le Bonheur 
radiothons in Memphis, Jackson, 
Tenn., and Tupelo, Miss., raised 
a combined total of more than 
$269,000 in pledges. This year’s 
events will be presented on 
WWYN FM 106.9 in Jackson from 
Aug. 31 to Sept. 2 and on WWZD 
FM 106.7 (Wizard) in Tupelo 
from Aug. 10 to 12. A new event, 
hosted by Radio Now on 101.9 
FM in Memphis, will be Aug. 25 
and 26. Returning for a second 
year is Radio Ambiente AM 1030 
on Nov. 18 and 19. Please tune in 
to the station in your area and 
make a contribution for our kids! 
Pictured is Eriberto Herrera and 
Helen Leitner at the 2010 Radio 
Ambiente event.
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Delta Day of Service
Twenty-two training facilitators from Delta Airlines visited 
Le Bonheur for a day of service. Delta is a national Children’s Miracle 
Network Hospitals partner. The group toured the hospital, had lunch 
in the cafeteria and then dispersed into teams to offer arts and crafts 
activities for patients and their families and deliver the activity cart 
to the nursing floors for patients unable to leave their rooms. In the 
afternoon, the group hosted a cookie and ice cream break for families 
at the FedExFamilyHouse. Delta volunteers baked 40 dozen cookies. 
Leftover cookies were wrapped to distribute in welcome bags for new 
guests at FEFH.

Coke Donates Toys
Coca-Cola Bottling Company in Jackson, Tenn., donated toys to 
families served by Le Bonheur’s therapy outreach and the Mobile 
Health Unit in West Tennessee. Pictured with the donated toys 
are Le Bonheur Community Outreach physical therapist Petra 
Mysiewicz and speech therapist Stephanie Tong.

Walmart Appreciation Day
Associates with Walmart and SAM’s Club gathered at Le Bonheur for the annual Walmart Appreciation Day on March 31. Walmart is a national Children’s Miracle Network 
Hospitals partner and different store locations are hosting their own special fundraising efforts in their quest to be “Super Heroes for Le Bonheur.” At Walmart #94 in Millington, 
Tenn., store associates are taking turns wearing a crazy hat and are collecting more than $200 a day, according to store manager Don Hardwick. Pictured is Tristen Thompson 
wearing the crazy hat at the Millington Walmart. 
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Memphis Family Affair
Five families vied for this year’s fifth annual Memphis Miracle 
Maker Family of the Year title and the winner was crowned on May 3 
at a circus-themed party held at the Memphis Pink Palace Museum. 
The Eggers family (pictured) of Rossville, Tenn., received top honors 
with their fundraising total of $29,100. The Aylor family of Hornsby, 
Tenn., ran a close second with contributions totaling $28,000. Other 
participating families included the Banks family of Springfield, 
Mo., the Joyce family of Monroe, La., and the Underwood family of 
Memphis.
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Credit Union Makes Donation  
Representatives from the FEDEX® Employees Credit Association 
visited the hospital and presented Marcie Mulhern, special events 
coordinator for Le Bonheur Foundation and CMN liaison, with 
$14,500 they raised in donations during 2010. Pictured from left: 
Nicole Reese, Carrie Babinski, Mechell Cole, Kristen Babula, Marcie 
Mulhern, Diana Hatzigeorgiou, LaRachel Scott and Tinisha Reese.

Le Bonheur Chili Dinner 
The JAMS youth group of First Presbyterian Church in Carruthersville, 
Mo., donated more than $1,500 for Le Bonheur after the group chose 
Le Bonheur as the recipient of their mission service project. The group 
of approximately 30 children, ages 4 to 10, many former Le Bonheur 
patients, hosted a Valentine chili dinner and collected change. 
Pictured are the children who presented their group’s earnings to the 
Le Bonheur Foundation.   

Tiger Team Visits
The University of Memphis men’s soccer team played its annual “Kicks 
for a Cause” charity match on March 24 against the Irish team Colaiste 
Ide. Proceeds were donated to the John Talley Pediatric Neurological 
Fund at Le Bonheur. A crowd of 1,377 packed into the Mike Rose Soccer 
Complex to watch an intense, physical match-up that ended in a 1-1 
draw. Prior to the game, the team visited patients at the hospital, 
signed autographs and talked soccer with their young fans. Pictured 
with the team is patient Carson Braun.  

Tupelo Family Affair
The 2011 Tupelo Family Affair was an unprecedented success with four 
area families raising $95,019. This was the third year for the Tupelo 
event. The winning family was announced at a red-carpet-themed 
party held at the BancorpSouth Conference Center on March 24. The 
Darling family (pictured) of New Albany was crowned Le Bonheur’s 
North Mississippi Miracle Maker Family of the Year after raising more 
than $34,000 for the hospital. Other families closely competing for 
the title included the Grissom family of Mooreville ($29,289), the 
McCostlin family of Bruce ($27,128) and the Scales family of Baldwyn 
($3,656).

Ebert Foundation 
Visits   
After touring the hospital and 
visiting with Dr. Sunny Anand in 
the critical care unit, Adrienne 
Ebert Le Blanc and Chris Le Blanc 
posed with the building-block 
sculpture recognizing campaign 
donors, including the Horatio B. 
Ebert Charitable Foundation’s 
financial commitment to 
Le Bonheur.  Adrienne is a 
member of the Ebert Foundation 
board, which supports selected 
children’s programs in several 
parts of the country.

Rebels Host Kids Day
The Ole Miss Rebels softball team 
at the University of Mississippi 
in Oxford hosted “Kids Take Over 
the Ballpark Day” on April 23. 
Children ages 5 to 13 signed up as 
bat boy or girl, cheerleader, field 
crew, public address and water 
manager.  Activities also included 
face painting, an inflatable 
bounce tent and a skills clinic 
following the game against LSU. 
Participants brought donations 
of toys, crayons, puzzles, stuffed 
animals, action figures and video 
games for Le Bonheur patients. 
Pictured is the Rebel mascot and 
team members. 

MSU BBQ & Blues
Mississippi State University’s Kappa Alpha Chapter of Phi Mu 
sorority raised more than $18,000 for Le Bonheur during “Miracle 
Week” April 3 to 7. The week of fun-raising activities culminated 
with Phi Mu’s second annual BBQ & Blues event, including 
entertainment and barbecue from Petty’s BBQ. Pictured (from left) 
are Phi Mu’s Christy McCool, Kellie Kilcline, Lindi Morgan, Hannah 
Farris and Morgan Lott. 



tHe poWer of blUe dog

Chaplain Ann Phillips is crazy 
 about George Rodrigue’s Blue Dog 

painting that hangs in Le Bonheur’s first-
floor “Hall of Mirrors,” which leads to the 
Heart and Neurology Clinic. On her way 
to the hospital chapel, she often detours 
just so she can walk by and greet the grin-
ning blue canine aloud.

“How’z ya do-zing? Having a good dog 
day?” she’ll say, just like she does to her 
own dog, Abby, at home.

Since Blue Dog found his special place 
on the hospital’s wall, Ann has discovered 
it to be a perfect distraction for comfort-
ing young, scared patients. “It’s the power 
of the Blue Dog,” she says, then shares the 
story of how Blue Dog turned a little boy’s 
fright into laughter.

“One day, just as I had said my morning 
greeting to big Blue, I heard a shriek and 
turned to see a little fellow about 6 years 
old racing toward me,” Ann says. “We 
nearly collided in his apparent attempt to 
escape a clinic appointment. His mother 
was hot on his heels.

“He stopped short, looked at me for a 
split second to determine whether I was 
friend or foe,” Ann continues. “As our 
eyes met, I said, ‘Have you ever seen a 
blue dog?’”

He paused.
“There’s no such thing as a blue dog,” 

he replied.

“Yes there is,” Ann responded. “I’ll show 
him to you.”

With this, Ann grabbed his little fingers 
in her hand and led him to the painting.

“A blue dog!” the boy shouted, pointing 
excitedly and smiling for the first time 
that morning.

Then, he thought about it for a moment.
“It’s not a real dog,” he told her.
“Speak to him,” Ann said.
The boy looked puzzled, questioning 

her judgment.
“I usually say, ‘Blue Dog, how’z ya do-

zing? Having a good dog day?’ Go ahead. 
Try it. Speak to him.”

The boy hesitated and pondered his 
options — to make a break for it or talk to 
the dog. 

He leaned in close to Blue’s right foreleg 
and planted a kiss. Then he whispered, 
“Hey, Blue Dog.”

By this time, he was grinning and 
laughing as his mother took his hand and 
led him peacefully back to the clinic. 

“A place that has a giant blue dog can’t 
be all that bad,” Ann says. “That’s the 
power of Blue Dog. Time just stops when 
kids see him.” 

This piece is available for sponsorship by 
calling Flora Jenkins at (901) 287-4430 or 
e-mailing flora.jenkins@lebonheur.org.

Chaplain Ann Phillips and Le Bonheur patient Trayland Lewis 
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