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What	is	the	purpose	of	a	Biosketch?	

• It	is	a	structured	CV	which	reviewers	use	to	
evaluate	the	scienDfic	team	who	will	carry	out	
the	work	proposed	in	a	grant	applicaDon	

	



Who	needs	to	complete	a	Biosketch?	

•  Key	Personnel:	people	who	are	essen8al	for	your	
project	and	contribute	in	a	substan8al	way	

•  PI/candidate	
•  Mentor	(K	award)	
•  Co-InvesDgator	
•  Collaborator(s)	



The	Biosketch	is	an	important	part	of	your	grant!	

	



What	do	reviewers	look	for	in	the	Biosketch?	

Candidate	
Does	the	candidate	have	the	potenDal	to	develop	as	an	independent	and	producDve	
researcher?	
Are	the	candidate's	prior	training	and	research	experience	appropriate	for	this	award?	
Is	the	candidate’s	academic,	clinical	(if	relevant),	and	research	record	of	high	quality?	
Is	there	evidence	of	the	candidate’s	commitment	to	meeDng	the	program	objecDves	to	
become	an	independent	invesDgator	in	research?	

DefiniDons	of	Criteria	and	ConsideraDons	for	K01/K08	CriDques:	



The	Biosketch	is	an	important	part	of	your	grant!	

	



…or	just	email	me!

The	“new”	NIH	Biosketch	format	
IMPORTANT  NOTE:
Make sure you check the NIH webpage for 
Biosketch updates and use the latest form 
available!!



“primary	focus	of	the	new	NIH	biosketch	will	be:	
– the	magnitude	and	significance	of	the	scienDfic
	 	advances	associated	with	a	researcher’s	discoveries	
– the	specific	role	the	researcher	played	in	those
	 	findings”	

“this	change	will	help	reviewers	evaluate	you	not	by	where	
	you’ve	published	or	how	many	Dmes,	but	instead	by	what	
	you’ve	accomplished”	

The	“new”	NIH	Biosketch	format	

Rock	Talk,	h`ps://nexus.od.nih.gov/all/2014/05/22/changes-to-the-biosketch/	

-	Dr.	Sally	Rockey,	NIH	Deputy	Director	for	Extramural	Research	



 

OMB No. 0925-0001 and 0925-0002 (Rev. 10/15 Approved Through 10/31/2018) 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
Provide the following information for the Senior/key personnel and other significant contributors. 

Follow this format for each person. DO NOT EXCEED FIVE PAGES. 

NAME:

eRA COMMONS USER NAME (credential, e.g., agency login):

POSITION TITLE:

EDUCATION/TRAINING (Begin with baccalaureate or other initial professional education, such as nursing, 
include postdoctoral training and residency training if applicable. Add/delete rows as necessary.) 

INSTITUTION AND LOCATION 

DEGREE 
(if 

applicable) 

Completion 
Date 

MM/YYYY 
FIELD OF STUDY 

NOTE: The Biographical Sketch may not exceed five pages. Follow instructions below.  

A. Personal Statement 
Briefly describe why you are well-suited for your role(s) in this project. The relevant factors may include: 
aspects of your training; your previous experimental work on this specific topic or related topics; your technical 
expertise; your collaborators or scientific environment; and/or your past performance in this or related fields. 
Note the following additional instructions:  

• For institutional research training, institutional career development, or research education grant 
applications, faculty who are not senior/key persons are encouraged to complete this section, but not
required to do so. 

• Applicants for dissertation research awards should include a description of their career goals and 
intended career trajectory and their interest in the specific areas of research designated in the FOA, in
addition to the information outlined above. 

• Candidates for Research Supplements to Promote Diversity in Health-Related Research should include
a description of their general scientific achievements and/or interests, as well as specific research
objectives and career goals, in addition to the information outlined above. Indicate any current 
source(s) of educational funding. 

• If there are factors affecting your past productivity that you wish to explain, such as family care
responsibilities, illness, disability, or military service, you may address them in your personal statement.

• Indicate if you have published or created research products under another name. 
• You may mention specific contributions to science that are not included in Section C. Do not present or

expand on materials that should be described in other sections of this biosketch or the application.
• Figures, tables and graphics are not allowed.

You may cite up to four publications or research products that highlight your experience and qualifications for 
this project. Research products can include audio or video products; conference proceedings such as meeting 
abstracts, posters or other presentations; patents; data and research materials; databases; educational aids or 
curricula; instruments or equipment; models; protocols; and software or netware.    

B. Positions and Honors 

List in chronological order positions held since the completion of your most recent degree, concluding 
with your present position. High school students and undergraduates may include any previous positions. 
For individuals, such as fellowship applicants or career development award candidates, who are not 
currently located at the applicant organization, include the expected position at the applicant 
organization, with the expected start date.   

List any relevant academic and professional achievements and honors. In particular: 
• Students, postdoctorates, and junior faculty should include scholarships, traineeships, fellowships,

and development awards, as applicable.  
• Clinicians should include information on clinical licensure and specialty board certification, if

applicable.  
• Include present membership on any Federal Government public advisory committee.

C. Contribution to Science 

Candidates for Research Supplements to Promote Diversity in Health-Related Research who are high
school students, undergraduates, and postbaccalaureates are not required to complete this section.  

Briefly describe up to five of your most significant contributions to science. While all applicants may
describe up to five contributions, graduate students and postdoctorates are encouraged to consider
highlighting two or three they consider most significant. Descriptions may include a mention of research 
products under development, such as manuscripts that have not yet been accepted for publication.

Each contribution should be no longer than one half page, including citations. These contributions do not
have to be related to this project. For each contribution:

• Indicate the historical background that frames the scientific problem; the central finding(s); the
influence of the finding(s) on the progress of science or the application of those finding(s) to
health or technology; and your specific role in the described work.

• You may cite up to four papers accepted for publication or research products that are relevant to 
the contribution.  

o Research products can include audio or video products; conference proceedings such as 
meeting abstracts, posters or other presentations; patents; data and research materials;
databases; educational aids or curricula; instruments or equipment; models; protocols;
and software or netware.

o These citations do not have to be authored by you.

You may provide a URL to a full list of your published work. This URL must be to a Federal
Government website (a .gov suffix). NIH recommends using My Bibliography. Providing a URL to a list 
of published work is not required, and reviewers are not required to look at the list.

D. Additional Information: Research Support and/or Scholastic Performance

Note the following instructions for specific types of applicants/candidates:

• High school students are not required to complete this section.
• Applicants for predoctoral and postdoctoral fellowships, dissertation research grants, and

candidates for Research Supplements to Promote Diversity in Health-Related Research from the
undergraduate through postdoctoral levels should use this section to provide information about
their scholastic performance, following the instructions below. In situations where
applicants/candidates in these categories also have research support, they should complete both 
parts of this section.

Research Support

For all other individuals required to complete a biosketch, list selected ongoing and completed research 
projects for the past three years (Federal or non-Federal support). Briefly indicate the overall goals of the 
projects and your responsibilities. Do not include number of person months or direct costs. 

Do not confuse “Research Support” with “Other Support.” Though they sound similar, these parts of the 
application are very different.  

• As part of the biosketch section of the application, “Research Support” highlights your 
accomplishments, and those of your colleagues, as scientists. This information will be used by 
the reviewers in the assessment of each individual’s qualifications for a specific role in the 
proposed project, as well as to evaluate the overall qualifications of the research team. 
In contrast, “Other Support” information is required for all applications that are selected to receive
grant awards. NIH staff will request complete and up-to-date “other support” information from you 
after peer review. 

Scholastic Performance 

Predoctoral applicants/candidates (including undergraduates and postbaccalaureates): List by institution 
and year all undergraduate and graduate courses, with grades. In addition, in the space following the chart, 
explain any grading system if other than 1-100, A, B, C, D, F, or 0-4.0. Show levels required for a passing 
grade. 

Postdoctoral applicants: List by institution and year all undergraduate courses and graduate scientific 
and/or professional courses germane to the training sought under this award, with grades. In the space 
following the chart, explain any grading system if other than 1-100, A, B, C, D, F, or 0-4.0. Show levels 
required for a passing grade. 

B. Positions and Honors

List in chronological order positions held since the completion of your most recent degree, concluding 
with your present position. High school students and undergraduates may include any previous positions.
For individuals, such as fellowship applicants or career development award candidates, who are not
currently located at the applicant organization, include the expected position at the applicant
organization, with the expected start date.

List any relevant academic and professional achievements and honors. In particular:
• Students, postdoctorates, and junior faculty should include scholarships, traineeships, fellowships,

and development awards, as applicable.
• Clinicians should include information on clinical licensure and specialty board certification, if

applicable.
• Include present membership on any Federal Government public advisory committee.  

C. Contribution to Science 

Candidates for Research Supplements to Promote Diversity in Health-Related Research who are high 
school students, undergraduates, and postbaccalaureates are not required to complete this section.    

Briefly describe up to five of your most significant contributions to science. While all applicants may 
describe up to five contributions, graduate students and postdoctorates are encouraged to consider 
highlighting two or three they consider most significant. Descriptions may include a mention of research 
products under development, such as manuscripts that have not yet been accepted for publication.   

Each contribution should be no longer than one half page, including citations. These contributions do not 
have to be related to this project. For each contribution: 

• Indicate the historical background that frames the scientific problem; the central finding(s); the
influence of the finding(s) on the progress of science or the application of those finding(s) to 
health or technology; and your specific role in the described work.  

• You may cite up to four papers accepted for publication or research products that are relevant to 
the contribution.  

o Research products can include audio or video products; conference proceedings such as 
meeting abstracts, posters or other presentations; patents; data and research materials; 
databases; educational aids or curricula; instruments or equipment; models; protocols; 
and software or netware.   

o These citations do not have to be authored by you.

You may provide a URL to a full list of your published work. This URL must be to a Federal 
Government website (a .gov suffix). NIH recommends using My Bibliography. Providing a URL to a list 
of published work is not required, and reviewers are not required to look at the list. 

D. Additional Information: Research Support and/or Scholastic Performance 

Note the following instructions for specific types of applicants/candidates:  

• High school students are not required to complete this section.
• Applicants for predoctoral and postdoctoral fellowships, dissertation research grants, and

candidates for Research Supplements to Promote Diversity in Health-Related Research from the 
undergraduate through postdoctoral levels should use this section to provide information about 
their scholastic performance, following the instructions below. In situations where 
applicants/candidates in these categories also have research support, they should complete both 
parts of this section. 

Research Support 



Educa8on	and	Training	

	
	• Name	
• eRA	Commons	user	

name	–	this	can	be	
obtained	from	
Venessa	Spearman	

• PosiDon	Title	
• EducaDon/Training		



Sec8on	A:	Personal	Statement	

	
	

Briefly	describe	why	you	are	well-suited	for	your	role(s)	in	this	project.	The	relevant	factors	may	
include:	aspects	of	your	training;	your	previous	experimental	work	on	this	specific	topic	or	related	
topics;	your	technical	experDse;	your	collaborators	or	scienDfic	environment;	and/or	your	past	
performance	in	this	or	related	fields.	
	
If	there	are	factors	affecDng	your	past	producDvity	that	you	wish	to	explain,	such	as	family	care	
responsibiliDes,	illness,	disability,	or	military	service,	you	may	address	them	in	your	personal	
statement.	
	
Indicate	if	you	have	published	or	created	research	products	under	another	name.	
	
You	may	menDon	specific	contribuDons	to	science	that	are	not	included	in	SecDon	C.	Do	not	
present	or	expand	on	materials	that	should	be	described	in	other	sec8ons	of	this	biosketch	or	
the	applica8on.			
	
Figures,	tables	and	graphics	are	not	allowed.		
		
You	may	cite	up	to	four	publica8ons	or	research	products	that	highlight	your	experience	and	
qualifica8ons	for	this	project.	Research	products	can	include	audio	or	video	products;	
conference	proceedings	such	as	meeDng	abstracts,	posters	or	other	presentaDons;	patents;	data	
and	research	materials;	databases;	educaDonal	aids	or	curricula;	instruments	or	equipment;	
models;	protocols;	and	sohware	or	netware.		



Sec8on	A:	Personal	Statement	

	
	

•		Who	I	am	
•		How,	When,	Where	I	have	obtained	skills	to	successfully	complete	this	project	
•		Why	I	am	uniquely	qualified	(and	should	be	funded)	
•		What	my	career	goals	are	(what	is	next)	

Who	

How	
When	
Where	
Why	

What	next	



Sec8on	A:	Personal	Statement	

	
	

DO:	
	
• Write	in	the	first	person	–	I,	me,	my	

• Refer	to	the	current	research	proposal	and	your	role	–	note	
if	you	are	ESI,	NI	

• Refer	to	things	that	make	you	uniquely	qualified	for	the	
specific	proposal	–	eg	a	cukng-edge	technique	you	
developed,	specific	training	you	obtained		

• Do	not	just	list	your	accomplishments	–	instead,	write	why	
you	think	you	are	qualified	for	your	role	in	the	proposed	
work	

• Be	confident	(but	not	arrogant)	

• Convey	engagement	and	enthusiasm	about	your	work	

• Explain	any	gap	in	producDvity	–	the	reviewers	will	noDce	

• Note	the	word	“brief”	in	the	instrucDons	–	try	to	keep	it	to	
approximately	400	words	

From	the	Regional	mee8ng:		
“your	Personal	Statement	should		
convince	the	reviewers	you	are		
qualified,	competent	and	trustworthy”	



Sec8on	A:	Personal	Statement	

	
	

DON’T:	
	
• Don’t	write	in	the	third	person	–	puts	distance	between	you	

and	your	work	

• Don’t	be	sloppy	in	your	language	–	shows	lack	of	care	

• Don’t	copy	the	sample	online	and	just	change	the	name	
and	some	of	the	details	–	the	reviewers	have	read	the	
samples	too!	

• Don’t	write	too	much	or	too	li`le	

	



Sec8on	B:		Posi8ons	and	Honors	

	
	

List	in	chronological	order	posiDons	held	since	the	compleDon	of	your	most	recent	
degree,	concluding	with	your	present	posiDon.		
List	any	relevant	academic	and	professional	achievements	and	honors.	In	parDcular:	
Students,	postdoctorates,	and	junior	faculty	should	include	scholarships,	traineeships,	
fellowships,	and	development	awards,	as	applicable.		
Clinicians	should	include	informaDon	on	clinical	licensure	and	specialty	board	cerDficaDon,	
if	applicable.						
Include	present	membership	on	any	Federal	Government	public	advisory	commi`ee.		



Sec8on	C:		Contribu8ons	to	Science	

	
	

Briefly	describe	up	to	five	of	your	most	significant	contribuDons	to	science.	While	all	applicants	may	
describe	up	to	five	contribu8ons,	graduate	students	and	postdoctorates	are	encouraged	to	consider	
highligh8ng	two	or	three	they	consider	most	significant.	DescripDons	may	include	a	menDon	of	
research	products	under	development,	such	as	manuscripts	that	have	not	yet	been	accepted	for	
publicaDon.			
		
Each	contribuDon	should	be	no	longer	than	one	half	page,	including	citaDons.	These	contribuDons	do	
not	have	to	be	related	to	this	project.	For	each	contribuDon:	
Indicate	the	historical	background	that	frames	the	scien8fic	problem;	the	central	finding(s);	the	
influence	of	the	finding(s)	on	the	progress	of	science	or	the	applica8on	of	those	finding(s)	to	health	
or	technology;	and	your	specific	role	in	the	described	work.		
You	may	cite	up	to	four	papers	accepted	for	publicaDon	or	research	products	that	are	relevant	to	the	
contribuDon.			

Research	products	can	include	audio	or	video	products;	conference	proceedings	such	as	meeDng	
abstracts,	posters	or	other	presentaDons;	patents;	data	and	research	materials;	databases;	
educaDonal	aids	or	curricula;	instruments	or	equipment;	models;	protocols;	and	sohware	or	
netware.			
These	citaDons	do	not	have	to	be	authored	by	you.			

		
You	may	provide	a	URL	to	a	full	list	of	your	published	work.	This	URL	must	be	to	a	Federal	
Government	website	(a	.gov	suffix).	NIH	recommends	using	My	Bibliography.	Providing	a	URL	to	a	list	
of	published	work	is	not	required,	and	reviewers	are	not	required	to	look	at	the	list.	



Sec8on	C:		Contribu8ons	to	Science	
	
	

• This	is	about	your	work	and	accomplishments	
• From	InstrucDons:	

• historical	background	that	frames	the	scienDfic	problem	
• the	central	finding(s)	
• the	influence	of	the	finding(s)	on	the	progress	of	science	or	the	applicaDon	of	

those	finding(s)	to	health	or	technology	
• and	your	specific	role	in	the	described	work.	

Make	it	easy	for	the	reviewers	to	find	your	
contribuDons	–	give	each	contribuDon	a		
specific	Dtle	

History	
Central	
Findings	

Influence	on	
human	health	

Cri8cism:	Could	have	been	more	specific	(eg	men8oned	methods),	applicant’s	role	not	men8oned		



Sec8on	C:		Contribu8ons	to	Science	
	
	

• URL	to	your	full	published	work	-	not	mandatory,	but	suggested	
• Must	use	a	.gov	website	–	NIH	recommends	MyBibliography	



Sec8on	C:		Contribu8ons	to	Science	
	
	

DON’T:	
	
• Don’t	“overstuff”-	apparently	this	“makes	reviewers	angry”,	

which	cannot	be	a	good	thing!	

• Don’t	include	graphics	
	
• Don’t	forget	to	make	your	MyBibliography	public	–	check	

link	before	submikng	
	



	
	

Sec8on	D:		Research	Support	
And/or	Scholas8c	Performance	

	Research	Support	
	
List	selected	ongoing	and	completed	research	projects	for	the	past	three	years	(Federal	or	
non-Federal	support).	Briefly	indicate	the	overall	goals	of	the	projects	and	your	
responsibiliDes.	Do	not	include	number	of	person	months	or	direct	costs.	
	
Do	not	confuse	“Research	Support”	with	“Other	Support.”	Though	they	sound	similar,	
these	parts	of	the	applicaDon	are	very	different.	As	part	of	the	biosketch	secDon	of	the	
applicaDon,	“Research	Support”	highlights	your	accomplishments,	and	those	of	your	
colleagues,	as	scienDsts.	This	informaDon	will	be	used	by	the	reviewers	in	the	assessment	
of	each	individual’s	qualificaDons	for	a	specific	role	in	the	proposed	project,	as	well	as	to	
evaluate	the	overall	qualificaDons	of	the	research	team.	
	
In	contrast,	“Other	Support”	informaDon	is	required	for	all	applicaDons	that	are	selected	
to	receive	grant	awards.	NIH	staff	will	request	complete	and	up-to-date	“other	support”	
informaDon	from	you	aher	peer	review.		



	
	

Sec8on	D:		Research	Support	
And/or	Scholas8c	Performance	

	Scholas6c	Performance	
	
Predoctoral	applicants/candidates	(including	undergraduates	and	postbaccalaureates):	
List	by	insDtuDon	and	year	all	undergraduate	and	graduate	courses,	with	grades.	In	
addiDon,	in	the	space	following	the	chart,	explain	any	grading	system	if	other	than	1-100,	
A,	B,	C,	D,	F,	or	0-4.0.	Show	levels	required	for	a	passing	grade.	
Postdoctoral	applicants:	List	by	insDtuDon	and	year	all	undergraduate	courses	and	
graduate	scienDfic	and/or	professional	courses	germane	to	the	training	sought	under	this	
award,	with	grades.	In	the	space	following	the	chart,	explain	any	grading	system	if	other	
than	1-100,	A,	B,	C,	D,	F,	or	0-4.0.	Show	levels	required	for	a	passing	grade.	



	
	

Sec8on	D:		Research	Support	
And/or	Scholas8c	Performance	



Forma_ng	is	important!	
• 5	pages	maximum	
• Font	Arial	at	minimum	size	11	
• 0.5	inch	border	
• No	headers	or	footers	
• Make	informaDon	easy	for	reviewers	to	find!	Follow	the	

format	and	pay	a`enDon	to	detail	



Other	8ps:	

• START	EARLY	–	the	“new”	Biosketch	is	more	involved	
than	prior	iteraDons	–	don’t	hand	in	your	first	drah!	

• IdenDfy	Key	Personnel	and	think	about	what	skills	and	
work	experience	you	want	to	emphasize	as	you	write	
the	Research	Plan	



Biosketch	tweaks–	Version	C	to	Version	D	
Key	Policy	tweaks	

– Minimize	overstuffing-	no	graphics	
– CitaDon	Enhancements	

Allowing	non-peer	reviewed	publicaDons	to	be	included	to	correspond	with	the	
allowance	of	other	non-peer	reviewed	research	products	(from	‘reference	up	to	four	
peer-reviewed	publicaDons	or	other	non-publicaDon	research	products’	to	‘cite	up	to	
four	publicaDons	or	research	products’)			

– If	applicant	provides	a	URL	to	their	publicaDons,	it	must	be	on	a	federal	
(.gov)	website		

Key	clarifica8ons	
– IntegraDng	instrucDons	for	insDtuDonal	research	training,	insDtuDonal	

career	development,	or	research	educaDon	grant	applicaDons	with	main	
biosketch	

– ClarificaDons	to	ensure	junior	applicants	can	be`er	describe	their	
producDvity	

26	

NIH	slide:	



Biosketch	tweaks–	Version	C	to	Version	D	
Minor	Policy/instruc8on	tweaks	

– RequesDng	people	add	other	names	used	to	author	research	
products	in	secDon	A		

– CitaDon	Enhancements	
• Adding	research	products	as	allowable	citaDons	to	secDon	A	to	correspond	

with	their	allowance	in	SecDon	C		

– DeleDng	the	requirement	that	the	past	3	years	of	research	support	
are	listed	in	order	of	relevance.		

Minor	Clarifica8ons	
– Extensive	changes	for	clarity-	Using	shorter	sentences,	bullets	and	

shorter	paragraphs	
– Clarifying	that	the	URL	for	a	publicaDon	list	is	opDonal	(as	always	

intended,	and	conveyed	in	the	FAQ)	

27	

NIH	slide:	



All	presenta8ons	
from	the	NIH	

Regional	Mee8ng	
are	online	–		
h`ps://

regionalseminars.
od.nih.gov/
chicago2016/
presentaDons/		



QuesDons?	

Ques8ons?	




